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Change in 
election law will 
bring new faces 
to Lower House 


By Ahmad Shaker 

Special to The Star 

Months OF speculations and 
heated debates over the electoral 
law have ended Tuesday when 
; His Majesty King Hussein en¬ 
dorsed a new temporary law pre¬ 
sented by the Government of Dr 
Abdel Salam.Majali. The main 
feature of the new law. which 
will have to be passed by the 
new Parliament, is that it limits 
the number of votes to one re¬ 
gardless of the constituency. 
The King endoraed-thelaw-15- 
rainutes after the Cabinet ap¬ 
proved it Tuesday and at the 
presence of the King, who at¬ 
tended part of die meeting. 

With this development all the 
necessary ^Constitutional and le¬ 
gal measures would-have been 
completed\o hold the 8 Novem¬ 
ber elections for a new Lower 
House. 

. First mention of amending the 
electoral law. which was first 
presented as a temporary law in 
198C, was made few weeks after 
the November 1989 general 
elections when a number of 
Christian, Circassian and Sfu¬ 
stian digifitaries expressed their 
^happiness, with the results of 
the elections. They noted that 
their seats at the Lower House 
'were filled by deputies who won 
.as a result of bloc voting. In 
some cases Christian deputies 
; won because of Muslim votes. 

1 The 1986 law was passed by 
the Lower House later on, but 
the Government maintained that 
the law suffered from Constitu¬ 
tional flaws. 

•; On Tuesday evening, the King 
delivered a national address in 
which he justified the reasons 
for amending the law and called 



on all Jordanians to utilize their 
electoral right The King said 
that Jordan was about to enter 
into two great ventures; comple¬ 
tion of building a democratic 
Jordan and rebuilding the na¬ 
tional [pan-Arab] , project King 
Hussein called on the nation to 
send deputies who are honest 
pure and loyal. He called on toe 
Islami c Action Front fJAFi to 
participate in the elections and 
added that neither he nor Ins' 
Government is not with or 
against any party. . 

Reacting to Tuesday’s deveL 
opment most political parties 
said that they will contest toe 
November elections either as a 
party or through individuals 
backed by toe party. But die IAF 
has not yet adopted a decision 
and the Muslim Brotherhood 
was said to be reviewing its op¬ 
tions. One option available to 
the Brotherhood would be to 
boycott the elections as a group 
but to leave the door open to its 



members to run on indi- 
: ; vidua] basis. 

As a result of tbe fiin- 
’ damentai change in the 

i 7 ' electoral law, observers 
t .. now expect major devel- 
£ topments on the electoral 
.' . scene. Most are predict- 
h ing that no more than 25 
•• former deputies will be 
£v reelected and that new 
5.; ... faces will come to the 
■ political arena. As to 
those deputies who will 
^probably get a second 

term, they mostly be 
«p| from the tribes in addi¬ 
ct' k° n to depu- 

ties who have left good 
impressions on toe vot- 
-- prQ 

Observers also believe that 
new slogans will'now find their 
way to toe public including 
those that support the peace pro¬ 
cess, cal] for a reconsideration 
of the 1988 decision to disen¬ 
gage from the West Bank and 
support federation or confedera¬ 
tion with toe West Bank. 

But mainly the new law will 
maVp. sure that the 1989 phe¬ 
nomenon of an Islamist control 
of one third of the House, will 
not be repeated because voters 
wiQ vote fix' individual candi¬ 
dates and not fix' blocs. 

This year's elections will be 
body contested since over 1J 
milli on citizens, about 40 per¬ 
cent of the total population, are 
now eligible to vote after 
400,000 new voters have regis¬ 
tered recently. Ministry of Inter¬ 
ior sources noted that a high per¬ 
centage of toe newly registered 
• are 19 years of age anrf that 50 
.percent of them are females. ■ 
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Jerusalem investments 
conference in trouble 


over venue 


By Bilal Hijjawi 

Star Staff Writer 

UNCERTAINTIES STILL en¬ 
velope the much talked about Je¬ 
rusalem Palestinian Investment 
Conference. Participants close to 
toe organizers could only specu¬ 
late about its launch date and lo¬ 
cation. Delayed twice, organiz¬ 
ers, including Palestinian peace 
team members Mr Faisal Hus- 
seini. Dr Haider Abdel Shafi and 
Dr Hanan Asbrawi among oth¬ 
ers, are now aiming to hold toe 
conference between!0 and 15 
October in occupied Jerusalem. 

A number of Palestinian/ 
Jordanian businessmen agree 
that tbe decision to hold the con¬ 
ference in Jerusalem is vital to 
its success. "I believe that Arabs 
should be moving positively into 
asserting their presence in Jeru¬ 
salem through such activities," 
Mr Nidal Sukhtian, general man¬ 
ager of the Sukhtian Group and 
regional coordinator of the Arab 
American Anti Discrimination 
Committee (ADC) chapter in 
Jordan told The Star. "Its an act 
ofassertiveness." 

Mr Sukhtian, who is close to 


the organizing committee, said 
that Arabs should make it clear 
to all sides that a proposed Pal¬ 
estinian state wifi have its ad¬ 
ministration headquartered in Je¬ 
rusalem. "Our presence there 
has been deeply eroded because 
of the pervasive Jewish cultural 
and economic presence and set¬ 
tlement; this conference is one 
way of fighting back," said Mr 
Shukhtian. He explained that 
this step is vital for cementing 
the economic concept, which 
predicates an urgent need to de¬ 
velop an investment base on 
which the economy of toe future 
state of Palestine is to be based. 
"Investments will come, yet this 
is not the only thing expected to 
come out ... Israel has taken 
hundreds of billions of dollars 
from toe West to establish their 
country over ours illegally. We 
need as much in compensation 
to balance out toe act of occupa¬ 
tion," said Mr Shukhtian. "The 
world should invest in a correc¬ 
tive action including Israel it¬ 
self." 

A conference document circu¬ 
lating among possible partici¬ 
pants ' has projected over 


$218,000 as costs for holding the 
six-day conference, which will 
be covered by participants. 
Those inside the territories will 
be charged an admission fees 
equalling $1000. while diaspora 
Palestinians will pay $2000. Sec¬ 
ondly. and in case of insufficient 
funds, we would ask for Arab 
and other international support," 
read toe agenda paper. 

The promised services and in¬ 
formation available to partici¬ 
pants does put forward a worth¬ 
while reward: An expert 
committee is to prepare and fur¬ 
nish a draft investment law, tax 
system, feasibility studies and 
other documents to participants. 
Furthermore, toe committee 
promised to supply regular infor¬ 
mation on developments in the 
local economy and inform on the 
recommendations suggested by 
the conference. 

However, controversy over toe 
venue of the conference contin¬ 
ues to trouble toe organizers. "A 
committee is to meet in Amman 
deliberate on whether to convene 
the conference in Jerusalem or 

Continued on page 2 


JPA snubs Abu 
Nowar’s 
'Code of Honor’ 

By Andrew Jeffreys 
Special to The Star 

CONTROVERSY OVER a proposed press code of honor was 
.heightened after the release of a statement on Monday by Mr 
Suleiman Al Qdah, president of the Jordanian Press Association 
(JPA), declaring that the association was not consulted before 
the draft code was released by Minister of Information Ma’an 
Abu Nowar earlier in the week. 

T disagree with the code," Mr Al Qdah told The Star." He 
[Abu Nowar] did not have the right to release it. It must come 
from within the journalist profession itself." 

Mr Abu Nowar said the code of honor is a framework of prin- 
ciples-around which journalists in the country should base their 
repotting. The two-page document includes' clauses about the 
’respect of citizens’ honor and dignity’, ’support for higher na¬ 
tional and humanitarian interests' and ’respect for human rights’. 
Mr Abu Nowar said that after discussions with the JPA. he 
hoped its members would adopt the code, which would become 
a provision of the Press and Publications and the JPA laws. 

~ Observers say that toe minister's document is intended to deal 
with current "problems" in toe new press law by setting clearer 
limits on reporting, and putting the responsibility of pursuing 
"offending" journalists into the hands of a self-regulating body 
— thus taking pressure off the Government. 

In an interview with 77ir 5jtar, Dr Abu Nowar was indifferent 
. to the strong reactions his proposal had produced. "I had not in¬ 
tended to dictate anything to anyone," Mr Ahu Nowar said. 
"This code of ethics is a reaction to what has happened in Jor¬ 
dan. where certain journalists have lied" and are accused of "in¬ 
citement to rebellion. The law is to protect the good name of 
journalism in this country and the freedom of toe press." 

Reacting to Mr Qdah’s rejection of what he described as ’in¬ 
terference in its (JPA) affairs’, Dr Abu Nowar stressed "after ex¬ 
tensive consultations, the JPA can either accept the code as it is, 
or amend it or even rewrite it." 

.. Mr Qdah said that the JPA already has its own internal regu¬ 
lations based on the 1972 Arab Press Charter. "We are therefore 
already bound by two laws; toe JPA regulations and the press 
law." 

Responding to the JPA statement. Dr Abu Nowar said, "the 
journalists’ ethics of 1972 was made by a majority of dictator¬ 
ships in tbe Arab world. It eludes toe issue of human rights 
which I have insisted on in the Jordanian code." 

Not. all journalists were as hostile as JPA to the proposal. Dr 
Nabil Al Sherif. editor of AJ Diistour ; told The Star that he sup¬ 
ported "toe opportunity the code offers to solve the problems 
within the journalist profession." He continued that toe best 
point is that toe proposal stressed the need "for us to come up 
with the necessary debate. It was not dictated and when com¬ 
pleted will help curb contraventions before they reach the 
court." 

Others, however, have been more cynical. Mr Jamil Niraii 
editor of Al Ahali. the mouthpiece of Hashd and one of the pa¬ 
pers judged to have surpassed the law, described toe proposed 
code of ethics as a "joke”, believing that "the Government 
wants to appear not to interfere, by making us make a commit¬ 
ment not to pass their limits." He agreed that toe principles 

Continued on page 2 


* Israel getting closer to erasing Jerusalem's Arab identity 

Successive Israeli governments have sought to consolidate Jewish control over East Jerusalem, including the Old City, by forcing out families whose 

■ ancestors had resided in the city for hundreds of years and taking over their land. 


By Amy Henderson 

Star Staff Writer 

IUSALEM, SACRED to tbe 
re monotheistic religions and 
niversal "abode of peace" and 
iranee, is today the target of a 
ious campaign to transform 
identity into a Jewish city, 
his is being done by chang- 
toe demographic, cultural 
physical characteristics of 
5000-year-old city. 

Light after East Jerusalem was 
upied in 1967. Israel ex- 
led more than 40.000 Arabs 
n the Jerusalem area while 
toer 60,000 have left since 
i as a result of Israeli meas- 
>. 

uccessive Israeli govem- 
«s have sought to consoli- 
; Jewish control over Easjt le- 
ilem, including the Old City, 
forcing out families whose 
esiors had resided in the city 
hundreds of years and taking 
r their land. ' 

iy systematically' erasing visi- 
traces of Jerusalem's Arab/ 
mic and Christian cultures 


and consolidating the Jewish 
elements of the city, Israel hopes 
to create new facts on the 
ground in what' has become toe 
"eternal capital of Israel.". 

Legal and UN objections not¬ 
withstanding, the Israeli govern¬ 
ment continues to engage a va¬ 
riety of tactics to realize this 
goal, most notably toe deliberate 
increase in the Jewish popula¬ 
tion in East Jerusalem to upset 
the city's demographic balance, 
toe expansion of the city’s mu¬ 
nicipal borders to create a 
"greater" Jerusalem, and the 
creation of Jewish settlements in 
the area. 

Israeli demographic planning 
for Jerusalem as a whole has tar¬ 
geted a 7:3 ratio in favor of toe 
Jews and in East Jerusalem, 
eventually targets a population 
proportion of 75 percent to 25 
percent in favor of Israelis in or¬ 
der to realize the "complete ju- 
daization" of the city and deny 
Arab historical presence there, 
Rhoui Al Khatib, mayor of Jeru¬ 
salem under Jordanian role, told 
The Star. 


According to Jordan’s Royal 
Committee for Jerusalem Af¬ 
fairs (RCJA), the Jewish popula¬ 
tion in Jerusalem is now estimat¬ 
ed at 460,000, of which 300,000 
live in West Jerusalem while the 
remaining 160,000 live in Occu¬ 
pied East Jerusalem. This year, 
for the first time in Jerusalem’s 
history, the Jews have-become 
toe majority over toe 155,000 
Christian and Muslim Arabs liv¬ 
ing there. The Arab Christian 
population has reached an all- 
time low — only 500ft Chris¬ 
tians retide there today, accord¬ 
ing to RCJA sources. 

This is in sharp contrast to Je¬ 
rusalem's pre-1967 demograph¬ 
ics, when Arabs constituted a 
250,000 majority compared to 
only 190,000 Jews living in 
West Jerusalem. 

"Virtually none of those 
[190,000] Jews lived in East Je¬ 
rusalem before 1967," said Faiez 
Jaber, director of the RCJA. 
"Most land in toe Old City has 
been illegally confiscated by toe 
Israelis," be told The Star. "And 
we just learned Sunday that Is¬ 


raelis are planning to confiscate 
more land in the Old City near 
the Jaffa Gate." 

According to Israeli bousing 
statistics, the Jewish population 
in East Jerusalem will continue 
to increase significantly 
throughout toe next decade. 

A study by the Foundation for 
Middle East Peace, said that 
there are presently 16,540 hous¬ 
ing units under construction for 
Israelis in Jerusalem; more than 
13.000 of which are being con¬ 
structed in annexed East Jerusa¬ 
lem- These equal nearly one 
third of housing units buijt in the 
occupied city since 1967. 

And although construction of 
all these housing units is in vio¬ 
lation of UN resolutions, an ad¬ 
ditional 7000 units are planned 
in this area by 1994, and 20,000 
units will be completed by 2002. 
Israel estimates that the Israeli 
population in the Pisgat Ze'ev 
area alone (near the Old City) 
will eventually reach 70,000. 

"These units are being built on 
Palestinian, lands to provide 
housing for the 'anticipated in¬ 


crease in Israeli 
population'," 
said Jaber, "but 
really, they are 
only building for 
'the sake of build¬ 
ing beyond toe 
[green] line.” 

In addition to 
forcing demo¬ 
graphic change 
in the Jerusalem 
area, Israel is 
also subtly and j 
slowly eroding 
the historical 
Arab character 
of Jerusalem. 

They would 
like to show toe 
world that Jeru¬ 
salem historical¬ 
ly has been a 
Jewish city," 
said Kamal Asa- 
11 a prominent 
historian. "In 

fact, during Jem- —- 

salem's 5000 year history, it was 
ruled by Jews for only 400 or 
500 years." 



According to Betselem, an Is¬ 
raeli human rights organization, 
in addition to hundreds of relig- 


Mjch as ancient mosques 
and churches will be re¬ 
moved including those ad¬ 
jacent to the Dome of toe 
Rock. 

"Just recently they have 
told us that one of their 
temples is located under 
the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre," said Jaber, 
"and they want to start ex¬ 
cavating it, which means 
the church will be de¬ 
stroyed." 

Palestinians in Jerusa¬ 
lem and in toe West Bank 
have to contend with toe 
notion of "greater" Jerusa¬ 
lem; a de facto Jerusalem 
suburbia established in 
1972, which has a much 
wider scope than the origi¬ 
nal 1967 boundaries of an¬ 
nexed East Jerusalem. Is¬ 
rael's "greater" Jerusalem 
has gradually expanded 
"administratively" into oc¬ 
cupied Arab lands reach- 
ious sites already destroyed or ing as far north as Ramallah and 
closed since 1967, several exist¬ 
ing Islamic and Christian sites Continued on page 2 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asmar 


Amman Cultural 
Forum at RCC 

0 Today, Thursday, the Gener¬ 
al Secretary of the Ministry of 
Culture Mr Naji Amaira holds a 
press conference at 12 noon to 
announce the Second Amman 
Cultural Forum that will take 
place between 22 and 25 August 
at the Royal Cultural Center un¬ 
der the title of the "Modem 
Short Storey in Jordan Within 
its Arab Context”. 

Industry on the 
move 

0 Tomorrow, Friday, the Jor¬ 
danian Industrial Exhibition '93 
will be opened under the patron¬ 
age of the Prime Minister Dr 
Abdel Sal am Al Majali in the 
Amman International Exhibition 
Center in Mag Al Hamaam. The 
exhibition, organized by the Al 
Reeman International Trading 
Corp., will bring over 99 Jorda¬ 
nian companies displaying their 
products and services. These in¬ 
clude engineering, food and ag¬ 
ricultural products, electronics 
and electrical goods, and plas¬ 
tics. The organizers say that the 
aim of the exhibition is to make 
the consumers aware of Jordani¬ 
an national industries. They 
hope to make it a yearly event 

Committee against 
change in 
electoral law 

■ As the campaign for the No¬ 
vember elections gets well and 
truly underway, 14 ex-deputies 
have me! at Mr Leith Shbeilat's 
office to try and formulate a 
strategy to counter the Govern¬ 
ment's decision to change the 
electoral law. These ex-deputies 
include leftists such as DrTheeb 



Shbetiat 


Magi who 
argues that 
Government 
should not 
force the is¬ 
sue and 
change the 
electoral law 
in the ab¬ 
sence of the 
Lower 
House. A 
number of ‘ 

possibilities are being consid¬ 
ered; one is to take the Govern¬ 
ment to court while another Is to 
boycott the elections by move¬ 
ments such as the Muslim Broth¬ 
erhood. A committee has been 
set up of Shbeilat, Dr Maiji and 
Mr Abdel Hafeetb Allawi It is 
understood that the Brotherhood 
is very much interested in this 
venture fearing that the new law 
would ruin their electoral chanc¬ 
es. 

Bank employees 
up in arms 

0 Employees in die banking 
sector are up in arms with their 
employers over pay and other in¬ 
centives. Employees at Al Ahli 
Bank, the Jordan-Kuwaiti Bank 
and Che Arab Land Bank are 
presently in delicate negotiations 
through their banking unions. At 
a meeting of Al Ahli Bank em¬ 
ployees at Jabal Al Hussein Op¬ 
era Cinema, which hundreds at¬ 
tended from branches all over 
the country, their conditions 
were discussed. They instructed 
the administrative committee of 
the banking union to pursue then- 
claims vis-a-vis die bank. Mean¬ 
while employees at the Arab 
Land Bonk have postponed a 
picket that was due to start last 
Sunday because of the personal’ 
intervention of the Minister of 
Labor to try and solve their long¬ 
standing dispute with the bark. 



Al Omari 


Employees not only want higher 
pay but also want incentives in 
hne with other banks. While ne¬ 
gotiations are going on, there 
seems as yet little sign that the 
employers would yield to their 
demands. 

Illiteracy gets a 
hearing 

0 Jordan has just participated in 
a two-week conference in Cairo 
about illiter¬ 
acy and 
adult educa¬ 
tion, orga¬ 
nized by the 
Islamic Or¬ 
ganization 
for Educa¬ 
tion and 
Sciences in 
cooperation 
with the Is¬ 
lamic Bald: 
for Devel¬ 
opment Iordan was 
by Mr Abdel Raheem Subeimat, 
head of the academic section in 
the Ministry of Education. He 
said dial 16 Arab countries were 
at the conference in Cairo and 
presented a number of wodring 
papers about the ways of dealing 
with illiteracy and adult educa¬ 
tion. Discussion centered on de¬ 
vising programs to combat illit¬ 
eracy and to ’ enhance adult, 
education. Mr Subeimat also 
presented a paper on the Jordani¬ 
an experience in this field; illiter¬ 
acy programs have existed in 
Jordan since 1952. The Govern¬ 
ment has been very keen to ad¬ 
vance in this area, passing legal 
statutes such as that of 1960, and 
1988, education laws. 

On'the other hand. Minister of 
Education fShd Higher Educa¬ 
tion. Dr Khaled Al Omari, an¬ 
nounced that Jordan won first 
prize in an international illiteracy 
competed on. The prize of 
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$30,000 is offered by South Ko¬ 
rea. The competetion was super¬ 
vised by UNESCO. 

PLO man allowed 
to visit territories 

0 Could the Israelis be paving 
the way for direct talks with the 
PLO? This was certainly Mr 
Hassan Abdel Rahman's view 
after been given a visa to visit 
his dying mother. Mr Abdel 
Rahman is a Washington-based 
political advisor to the Palestini¬ 
an delegation with a strong con¬ 
nection with the PLO after being 
*tbeir man in Canada. He left die 
Occupied Territories in 1964 to 
study and has not been allowed 
to return since. Of the visit, Mr 
Abdel Rahman said. '1 believe it 
is significant, although incom¬ 
plete... and should lead to a ma¬ 
jor step and that is direct negoti¬ 
ations between the government 
of Israel and the leadership of 
the PLO* But Israeli officials 
denied that there was anything 
in this gesture. An Israeli for¬ 
eign ministr y spokesman said "it 
was a gesture of good will... I 
don’t see in that any indication 
of a great change" of policy re¬ 
garding the PLO. But this is cer¬ 
tainly not the view of Mr Rah¬ 
man, a PLO representative to 
the UN and its spokesman in 
Washington until 1986. He says 
that "the whole climate that we 
live in is encouraging to me... I 
felt that this peace process al¬ 
lows for this land of visit to take 
place" 

Voters registration 
ends 

0 Now that the registration pro¬ 
cess for the general elections has 
ended. Ministry of Interior has 
announced that rate of registra¬ 
tion was 3.6 percent higher than 


it was in the 1989 registration 
process. Number of those who 
registered reached 1.57 million, 
about 813 percent of those eli¬ 
gible to vote who number 1.94 
mini on, while the number of 
those who registered in 1989 
was 1 million out of 13 million 
who were eligible to vote, or 
77.7 percent of those eligible to 
vote. 

National plan to 
develop energy 

0 The Jor¬ 
danian Gov¬ 
ernment has 
allocated JD 
3 billion 
during the 
five-year- 
plan for en¬ 
ergy and oil 
developmen 
t, accenting 
to Mr Mo¬ 
hammad 
Arafa, general director of the 
Electricity Authority, said 

Mr Arafa added that the new 
Ministry of Energy plan aims at 
reducing Jordan's dependence 
on oil and gas imports and will 
seek to develop local energy re¬ 
sources. He said that Jordan will 
set up a specialized company to 
explore for oil and another to 
explore mineral resources. He 
added that Jordan will set up a 
national independent authority 
for nuclear energy as a way to 
cut down the costs of the state's 
energy biiL 

Speaking before the Rotary 



Arafa 


Club, Mr Arafa said that Jordan 
spends about JD 300 million on 
energy annually on oil products 
and this figure comprises 35 
percent of Jordan's total ex¬ 
ports, 14 percent of total indus¬ 
trial imports and 10 percent of 
rbeGNP. He said that these fig- 
vires are too high compared to 
other countries. 

Labor inspection 
more brisk 

0 Labor in¬ 
spectors 
have been 
making on 
spot inspec-.. 
tions of 

companies 
and busi¬ 
nesses in 

Aqaba mak- 

ftrst 

violate die 

Jordanian labor law by employ¬ 
ing unticenced .foreign, labor. 
The inspectors say that this is in 
line wife the Ministry of La¬ 
bor’s guidelines which wishes to 
regulate the labor market and 
create jobs for local workers. 
But this is actual job transfer 
rather than job creation and the 
idea of getting rid of foreign la¬ 
bor, especially that of illegal la¬ 
bor, has never taken off the 
ground in. tins country simply 
because foreign workers': are 
cheaper. This is the challenge 
that Minister of Labor. Mr 
Kbaled Al Ghazawi must take. 



Capital 

■■ punishment 

0 Four people hay© been 
hanged a the Swagga jail, south 
of Amman. Two were charged 
with spying for Israel while the. 
other two were banged for cold¬ 
blooded murders._The latter two 
. are from Zerqa. The first,’ a 27 
year-old-man. plotted the death 
of his mother because of fric¬ 
tions between the two and in or¬ 
der to steal her money and jew¬ 
elry. Then as the opportunity 
arose, he entered -her house, 
strangled her, sexually assaulted 
her and stole her valuables. The 
seco nd murder of a couple and 
their, child was 'one 'of ven- 
. geance. Thfr; accused, plotted, 
and earned out with. a. friend, the 
murder of bis father, his wife 
and their baby. 

Watch out, there is 
a thief about 

.0 . Fifteen thousands dinars is 
the total value of jewelry and 
precious stones stolen from a 
house in the Amman area last 
week. The owner, returning to 
his bouse, found, the jewels 
missing and reported the theft to 
the police. Their investigation 
found that the burglar entered 
the bouse through a kitchen door 
that was left open, the police is 
still carrying' out investigations 
but surely, inth&day and age it 
Is up to'citizens to take care and 
lock their doors at all times.. ■ 
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Continued from page 2 

Nablus, and Bethlehem in the 
south, and to the east touching 
on the expanded Jewish town of 
Male Adumin — in all nearly 20 
percent of all West Bank territo- 

»y- 

In addition to the Jewish pop¬ 
ulation in the Old City, the 
RCJA estimates that there are 
approximately 30 Israeli settle¬ 
ments in the "greater" Jerusalem 
area, now home to at least 
120,000 Jewish settlers, al¬ 
though the number is difficult to 
estimate because the population 
is changing so fast, Jaber said. 

Israel's critics say that the set¬ 
tlements in East Jerusalem and 
"greater" Jerusalem serve three 
purposes: to cut off Palestinian 
populations in East Jerusalem 
from each other and from the 
West Bank: to surround and 
threaten the remaining Palestini¬ 
an populations in the Jerusalem 
area: and to eventually force all 
Arabs out of Jerusalem. 

"These settlements are sur¬ 
rounding Jerusalem from the 
north, the east and the south as 
well as surrounding Palestinian 


villages," said Rboui Al Khatib. 
"They are creating a fortress Je¬ 
rusalem' to threaten Arabs at any 
time and to force them to leave 
by making their lives impossi¬ 
ble." 

"Absolutely these settlements 
threaten the livelihood of the - 
Palestinian villages," agreed 
Ghassan Al Khatib, member of 
the Palestinian peace delegation. 
"The villages have not yet dis¬ 
solved because the people have 
no choice but to stay, but they 
are extremely marginalized — 
especially economically." This, 
he said, is also a direct result of 
the highway schemes built be¬ 
tween the Jewish settlements in 
the "greater" Jerusalem area, 
which hinder the Palestinian 
economy since they by-pass the 
villages and cut the populations 
off from each other. 

"The result here has been that 
there is no longer motivation for 
investment in these areas," be 
said. "The agricultural sector is 
facing many difficulties, so 
many Palestinians now have to 
seek work in the Israeli projects. 


Their incomes have been de¬ 
creased as has their purchasing 
power.” 

Israel has violated not only the 
spirit of international law, but 
the spirit of Jerusalem itself. The 
gates of the city have traditional¬ 
ly been open to all but three 
months ago Israel sealed Jerusa¬ 
lem’s borders, preventing Arabs 
living outside the city limits 
from entering. 

Ghassan Al Khatib said the 
negative influence this will have 
on Palestinians in Jerusalem, as 
well as those living in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, is immea¬ 
surable. 

"The lack of access is going to 
disintegrate the Palestinian 
economy," he explained. "When 
the rest of the Palestinians aren’t 
allowed in, it will lead to fantas¬ 
tic losses — businesses will 
close or will move elsewhere 
and people will leave Jerusalem. 
In addition, tire majority of [Pal¬ 
estinian] national institutions are 
[in Jerusalem]; hospitals, chari¬ 
table organizations, credit organ¬ 
izations and banks — how can 


they continue being cut off from 
everything else?" 

Dr Labib Kamhawi, former di¬ 
rector general of the Committee 
for the Defence of Jerusalem, 
explained: "Israel wants control 
by majority — in populous, cul¬ 
turally, socially and religiously. 
They are making sure that if 
they were told to withdraw from 
Jerusalem that they could never 
doit." 

For these reasons. Palestinians 
insist that Jerusalem can no 
longer be left off the peace agen¬ 
da. 

"Israel is playing stall tactics 
with Jerusalem while making 
changes on the ground," said 
Ghassan Al Khatib. "Time is 
now of the essence.” 

"Israel is buying time," agreed 
Jaber. "Once the Palestinian are¬ 
as inside Jerusalem are confis¬ 
cated and once the others are ab¬ 
sorbed into "greater" Jerusalem, 
there will be nothing the world 
can do. When it comes down to 
it. Israelis will be able to say 
'this is our land, we've built it’" 
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Jerusalem ini&estments^cmferejiee 
" in trouble over venue 

Continued from page 2 


Amman," a high ranking source 
at the Palestinian Embassy in 
Amman told The Star. _ 

■ However, a number of Pales¬ 
tinian businessmen interviewed 
by The Star, voiced concern 
over how Arab countries wouid- 
iflterpret the Jerusalem venue. 
"We cannot become the bridge 
on which other Arab investors 
cross in order to invest in Israel 
before normalization under a 
just peace," the embassy source 
said. 

The source denied official 
PLO participation, at any level 
and said chat the conference is a 
private sector concern dedicated 
to economic issues. However, 
the source suggested that the pri¬ 
vate sector should operate with¬ 
in its known framework without 
infringing on political issues. 
"Otherwise, die organizers 
would have to coordinate with 
the PLO," concluded the embas¬ 
sy official • 

'This is not so," said Mr La- 
bib Kamhawi a businessman in 
Jordan and an expert on Pales¬ 
tinian affairs. "What -is being 
proposed now as an economy 
conference is purely political It 
is part of the normalization pro¬ 
cess, pan of funding peace and 
the Palestinian option to opt for 
self government." he explained. 
"By saying this, Fm not trying to 
minimize or undermine the 
work of others, but what is be¬ 


ing proposed as a great achieve¬ 
ment, is not in reality," Mr Kam- 
hawi said. "There was never a 
decision against the inflow of in¬ 
vestments into the territories. At 
ooe point, we were against a 
Western proposal to improve the 
quality of life in the territories 
because the idea was to make 
occupation. acceptable to the 
people under it." 

Other Palestinian business¬ 
men, who received invitations to 
participate, became less enthu¬ 
siastic when the possibility of 
holding the conference in An* 
man instead was proposed _to 
them. "The subject is Jerusalem 
and tire agenda is investments in 
the Palestine state," said Mr Mu¬ 
nir Atalla, a successful Interna¬ 
tional businessman residing Jor¬ 
dan and a member of the 
conference's support committee; 
Mr Atalla explained that the con- 
ference’s location in Jerusalem 
could be interfaced as a de facto - 
recognition of Palestinian rights 
in the Jerusalem. Tve- been 
away from the city for 17 years 
and this conference would help 
us understand the changing face 
of the territories^" he sakL " 

But how attractive are tbe-Oc- 
cupied Territories to investors?. 

"The current ruler of the city is 
an economist by profession and 
he knows that mis conference 
would positively contribute' to 
soothing the Intifada," .Mr Atalla 



Hussemi ■ 

told The Stan "In his mind, a 
hungry man inflames it and the 
happy one doesn't. The main ob¬ 
stacles to as investor is the high 
income.tax.” He added that in-' 
vesttnents- coming info foe West 
Bank and. Gaza: would reduce 
etrugratipn and keep people in- 
' side, reinvestment opportunities 
ate present-there,^especially in 
the service sector, such as tour¬ 
ism," he added. _• - , ~ 

. . Mr Sukhtian said that be has 
. learned of an existing fear that 
substantial'.--Jordanian' - capital 
flight may follow-should Jorda- 
-• man capital be allowed to move 
freely across the Jordan River. 
"•People who believe that Invest¬ 
ments in peace times would tar-. 
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themselves were 
but said* ■“ 

point — the _ 

[press] tow Itself, aw* 
cannot 

tifflktorion." The. hftittg 

certain ' 

has been an intrinsic part 
the detnocratizatfott 
in Jordan. The taw a86«e$ 
new newspapers to s«. Vp 
and. 

judge breaches of tt to civ%, 
courts. It has been- fo^newd 
party newspaper fo8T 
been testing the Itmrtsforfotr^r 
tow in an attempt w 
fish foemsclws -in life 

crcasingly competitive nfoKv, 

tet. - ‘Although cwiamA 
articles in the law. nofabbfr; 
40(B) banning "any reft£ 
force that Touches’ (the 
dal English transtatfottS iSS 
’offends* t the. security T^cr^ 
vices”, appear, restrictive" 
foe Government now has fo 
face a long and public 
if . if wants to sue. r 

practice- has mwaUy 
with a threatening Ietten7r~ r 
would undoubtedly prefer _ _ 
see the numerous borderline^; 
cases dealt with inicnfoHy*|i 
allowing it to concentrate fatf; 
the serious contraventions itt' 
court' . 

The problem j s rfwl foe3 

present time, not alljratm aig 
isis are actually methbeeioff^ 
the JPA, and thus cannot-be; 
regulated by it It is a 
dared objective of Mr Qdafcf^ 
to see membership besomed 
all-encompassing in foe plo*y 
fessioo. Until this occurs, 
any kind of self-regulatory;;5fg 
system cannot function, par- - : 
ticutariy as the majority 
breaches have crane firanj 
journal isis outside the JHPAi- ^ 

Internal punishments are." 
expected to include suspend 
sion or removal of JPA star-- 
us, though Dr Abu No war- 
would not be drawn inter af 
discussion on such specif*'; 
kjjl "l have not cvervconsid^ 
ctetf - partelar" 

‘tnents," he said, "I wauled; 
honor to play the main 
in it." 

. Whether or not the JPA7 
eventually does produce its -,; 
own version of tire 'code of? 
honor*, there is no doubt that?; 
the present system of seeing 
cases through the ' criatT 
courts is too time consume 
ing. Mr Qdah believes 
there must be 'a speciali$L: 
court for the press that 
would make foe process*^'': 
legal action faster and more? 
efficient' Dr Abu Nowar i^' l' r . j 
in agreement with foe idfoki 
in principle. :. 

Despite the JPA's rejec- . 
tion of foe code, andDr Afi- 
Nowar intention nbt to pusS| 
it any further without a coa^ 
sensus in the r prafassiefo, ,' 
pressure for a clearer demfr-:V 
cation in the law aifo for s' 
greater degree of setf-r 
regulation will persbL-. -ftv, 
seems likely that at 4 toast; 
some of his suggestions - -it 

be incorporate info' prOpch^rCt- if 
sals for anew'press law,be^;] 
ing drafted srthe pre^ap^ 
time by. the JPA, 
be presented to the Gdyfoni? 
ment during die next Pttfiafe- 
merit 0 




get one nation leaving othessste- 
paranoid at best," he said. IfiffoP.. 
plained that under peace, . 

vestment atmosphere will ; 

magnet and the"region 
whole stands to gain substantiate 
ly." 0 
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THE YWCA IN AMMAN TAKES PLEASURE IN 
INVITING MALE & FEMALE SINGERS TO JOIN ITS 
4-VOICE CHOIR IN PREPARATION FOR ITS 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT. THAT WILL BE 
HELD DEC 9,11,12,13 1993 AT THE R.C.C.- : 

PORTIONS OF HANDEL’S MESSIAH WILL BE IN 
THIS YEAR'S PROGRAM. 

INTERESTED (AMATEUR / PROFESSIONAL) SINGERS 

PLEASE BE AT THE YWCA HALL 3RD CIRCLE, ON 
TUES.AUG 24 FROM 7:30 - 10:00 PM & EVERY 
TUESDAY THEREAFTER THROUGH DECEMBER. 
ADDITIONAL REHEARSALS ARE A POSSIBILITY. , ; 
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING IN 
THIS CHORAL EXPERIENCE PLEASE ATTEND THE 
REHEARSAL ON AUG.24TH. NO MEMSERS WHjL 
BE ACCEPTED AFTER SEPT-14TH. 

FOR INQUIRIES PLEASE CALL THE YWCA ON ie.*S; 641119, 
641793,666476 BETWSN 9-1 EXCEPT SUNDAYS & FRIDAYS. 
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Filling the loopholes; well 
not all of them! 

M As expected the Government has 
amended the electoral law and His Majesty 
the King has endorsed the amendments. 
The main change in the temporary law is 
the ctiminaiion of the bloc voting system, 
which was replaced by the single vote. The 
King in his televised address Tuesday, fol¬ 
lowing the Government decision, singled 
out die Islamic Action Front (LAP) by call¬ 
ing on it to participate in the elections The 
IAF had threatened on previous occasions 
to boycott the elections if the law 



Majali 


is 


changed and the Muslim Brotherhood even said that they will 
take the Government to court. 

One justification for amending the law is to de al with the 
Constitutional loopholes in the previous law, which was adopt¬ 
ed by the now defunct Parliament. Equality among Jordanians 
is one of the objectives that the new law seeks to restore vis-a- 
vis the number of votes each citizen enjoys. But there is anoth¬ 
er loophole which had not been rectified by the new law. While 
the Constitution sets the legal age for Jordanians at 18, the elec¬ 
tion law considers 19 as the voting age. 

But now that the Government has made its much awaited 
move, will the debate and the controversy subside? The IAF are 
yet to make their stand clear and-so must the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood. Other parties, who have earlier objected to the amend¬ 
ment, will now have to decide if they will contest the Novem¬ 
ber elections. 


Code of honor — Those in favor... 

M Jordanian journalists can't figure out what to do about a pro¬ 
posed press code of honor unveiled by 
Minister of Information Ma'an Abu Now¬ 
ar. The fact that the code was presented by 
the Ministry of Information is enough for 
some to reject it out of hand. It is seen du¬ 
biously by them as Government interfer¬ 
ence in the freedom of the press. Others 
believe that the Press and Publication, the 
Press Association and the Penalties laws 
are enough to regulate journalists’ conduct 
The Jordan Press Association (JPA) on the 
other hand, feels that it has been robbed of 
one of its privileges; that is to regulate the 
journalistic profession. If any party should 
propose such a code, well it is the JPA, not 
the Ministry of Information. JPA was tak¬ 
en aback by Mr Abu Nowar's revelations 
that he had consulted with JPA's President 
Mr Sulieman A1 Qdah on the code, that it 
released a statement to refute them. 

The strongly-worded statement, released 
two days after Mr Abu Nowar published 
his version of the code through Petra 
News Agency, put the ministry and JPA 
on a collision course. 

The question that is being asked now is 
why introduce die code now? There were proposals by officials 
and journalists in the past to establish a press council whose 
goal would be tp . make sure that the press in Jordan follows a 



Qdah 


certain ; etbicai feie,i£ift the, Government'dF "Sharif Zaitf Bear 
Shaker opted then not to interfere and left that proposal to die 
press itself to toy with. 

Can Mr Aba Nowar, now that be has lost the backing of the 
JPA. cany cm with his proposal? We'll wait and see. 


Tahrir behind the plot 


M Two days after news agencies reported that Jordanian secur¬ 
ity apparatus had uncovered a plot to assassinate His Majesty 
King Hussein during a Muta University graduation ceremony 
last June, an official source confirmed the news on Monday. 
According to unnamed responsible source, the six cadets who 
were arrested in May had confessed to belonging to the banned 
Tahrir (liberation) Islamic Party, a 40-year-old radical Islamic 
movement whose aim is to reestablish a ChaHphate-like Islamic 
state in Jordan. 

Further investigations led to the arrest of another four people, 
who the source said were among the leaders of the banned par¬ 
ty. The 10 defendants will go on trial before a State Security 
Court soon, the source said. The accused were to make an at¬ 
tempt on tbe King’s life during a graduation ceremony at MW 
Military University on 26 June. 


Blind justice 


_ Justice may contribute to red tape, or so seems the case at 
the Ministry of Education, which was officially informed of the 
recent High Court ruling repealing a Cabinet decision to retire a 
number of senior ministry staff last September and ruled that 
the employees must be reinstated in their previous positions. 
But how will the ministxy implement the court's ruling? All the 
positions that became vacant when the employees were retired 
have been filled. So, theoretically speaking, every position now 
has two employees. The dilemma gets more complicated. If the 
ministry is to reinstate the former employees in their old posi¬ 
tions, then what should it do with their replacements? And if it 
does’replace the replacements, then do the aggrieved have the 
right to contest the ministry’s reappointments. One smart sug¬ 
gestion is to create new positions for either the old or the new 
staff. That being tbe case, the ministry will be one Government 
branch that will have to take a rain check on administrative re¬ 
form for some time! 


Let there be press! 

9 Latest reports say that Akher Khobar and Al 1 Jor¬ 
dan’s two new dailies, will appear on 1 September. The first, 
edited by Mr Bassem Saldjha, is said to be 
backed by a wealthy Palestine an-Saudi 
businessman, and the second, edited by Mr 
Mustafa Abu Libdeh. is a private share¬ 
holding company, which now publishes 
the ecbnomic weekly Al Aswaq. No new 
from Jotdan’s third new daily to be, Akh- 
bar Al Yom, which is published by the for¬ 
mer Jerash deputy Mr Issa Reimouni..Toe 
newspaper appears every week imda foe 
, name Akhbar Al Isbou. Al Nahda which 
to will be published by former Palace offi- 
r cials including Dr Khaled Al Karala and 
Mr Mohammad Dawodieh, is said to nave 
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Mr MOCammau mwuuMn u ~ - _ 

solicited rite advice of Lebanese publisher of Al Nakar Mr 
Ghassan Tweini, who visited Amman recently. AINahdassr 
nires to become a pan Arab newspaper similar to the London 
based Al Hayat which is owned by a member of the Saudi roy¬ 
al family. 






Ghassan Al Khatib 


'The PLO should not 
make any further 
concessions' 


Editor's note: Mr Ghassan 
Al Khatib is a member of 
the Pales tinian delegation 
for die trilateral negotia¬ 
tions with Israel. He is a 
lecturer at Bir Zeat Univer¬ 
sity and director of the Je¬ 
rusalem Media and Com- 
■ mtmications Center in 
Jerusalem. He is a member 
of the Palestine Peoples 
Party. The Star's Dr Mar- 
wan Al Asmar and Raed Al 
Abed talked to him in Am¬ 
man last week. Excerpts 
follow: 


establish official bodies in the 
Occupied Territories who will 
have die right to be consulted 
and to give their input™ 


What really happened in 
’OlZlis: and how w re Tli«?gewM > 


How are decisions made 
now, is ita one way street. 

It's not always a one way 
street It varies according to die 
situation. In many cases, if not 
most of the cases, they have 
nfeetings in Tunis that includes 
most of delegates and most of 
the leadership and tilings are dis¬ 
cussed collectively there. But 
there isn't any system that legiti¬ 
mizes officially the role of the 
delegation or the inside Palestin¬ 
ians in the decision-making pro- 


four days. We hold 
a daily session with 
the Israelis on each 
track. Each session 
takes an average of 
three hours and the 
two delegations 
meet in front of 
each other, mainly 
the heads of the 
delegations speak. 


iLiiJfc. .1 jL-** 


resolved? r „- 5 . 

What happened was that when 
the leadership in Tunis sent a 
document submitted by the Pal¬ 
estinian delegation to the Ameri¬ 
can Secretary of State, members 
of tbe delegation had certain re¬ 
marks about tins document and 
about tbe fact that it was said to 
be submitted without any con¬ 
sultation with the delegation. 
But as a result of this split the 
delegation decided to resign and 
then the leadership called for a 
meeting in order to discuss this 
crisis. We went [to Tunis] for 
three days and we had several 
meetings and the issue of the 
resignation was not the only or 
the main issue. 

The resigning members of the 
delegations were given the op¬ 
portunity to pot their points. 
There were two kinds of com¬ 
plaints by them. The first, politi¬ 
cal, concerning this document, 
the second, organizational, and 
it deals mainly with the need to 
raise consultations between Tu¬ 
nis and the Occupied Territories. 
At the end there was a decision 
to establish a [joint] committee. 
This solution was seen as satis¬ 
factory. My personal point of 
view is that this crisis is only a 
symptom of much more danger¬ 
ous difficulties within the Pales¬ 
tinian political structure. There 
has been several symptoms;, one 
is the statements of Dr Haider 
Abdel Shafi, [another] is the 
suspension of our participation," 
there are three to four members 
of the delegation who decided to 
suspend their participation, Im 
one of them. And the resigna¬ 
tions are the last symptom. But I 
if the fondarr 


Is this- why Mr Faisal Hus- 
semi was angry when he got 
the PLO's answer to lie 
American paper? • 

I cannot explain tins anger by 
political justifications because 
the modifications that were sub¬ 
mitted by Hossemi to the leader¬ 
ship about this document were 
vety marginal and mainly lin¬ 
guistic remarks. So it is not a 
matter of political differences 
over this document but rather it 
was over the way decisions are 
made and the way consultations 
are made. 


What was the 
US reply to the 
Palestinian docu¬ 
ment and how 
dose are you to 
reaching an agree¬ 
ment on a joint 
declaration of 
••principles with Is¬ 
rael? 

Contrary to what 
was published in 
Jordanian papers, 
we have not got a 
reply to the last Pal¬ 
estinian draft...We 



'We are not close to an agreement’ — 
Khatib 


How do yon fed psychologi¬ 
cally about negotiating with 
your enemy of more than 40 
years™.? 

As far as the Palestinians are 
concealed, we don't fed tins is 
something unusual or new be¬ 
cause we are used to dealing 
with the Israelis. We are living 
under their-occupation. The only 
difference tins time is that we 
are at equal footing with them. 
Our relations with them is limit¬ 
ed to official exchange: We have 
a policy that our interaction 
should be limited, to official ex¬ 
change. 


are not close to an agreement at 
alL The gap is still extremely 
wide. It can not be bridged by 
formulations and drafts. IPs very 
early and premature to get into 
the drafting stage because the 
US should continue tbe bilateral 
efforts...especially with Israel to 
influence hex towards changing 
[her] position. For example Is¬ 
rael still refuses to give any terri¬ 
torial dimension to the interim 
arran gement, it is still .insisting 
that Jerusalem is totally outside 
the scope of negotiations and fit] 
still refusing to acknowledge 
that the territories are occupied, 
to them it is deputed, which is a 
violation of [UN Resolutions] 
242 and 338. 


guess that 


laments! 


problem is not solved, we will 
continue to witness other symp¬ 
toms in tbe future. 


So what is the problem? 

The problem in my view is the 
political system, tbe Palestinian 
derision malting system, inherit¬ 
ed from a period when the Pales¬ 
tinian leadership outside was the 
body that is responsible for tak¬ 
ing the decisions on behalf of 
the Palestinians. Recently there 
have been some developments 
that require some changes and 
modifications and reforms in 
this political system. One devel¬ 
opment is the Intifada that gave 
political weigh! to the Palestini¬ 
ans inside. Another is the peace 
process in which Palestinians 
from the inside are mainly nego¬ 
tiating....the decision mating 
process [needs] to absorb and in¬ 
corporate the different sectors of 
Palestinians inside and out¬ 
ride.... This can be solved by ei¬ 
ther expanding the official bod¬ 
ies of die PLO to include 
Palestinians from the inside or 


Have you noticed Any differ¬ 
ence in Israel's 1 attitude be¬ 
tween tbe first rounds under 
Likud and tbe latter ones un¬ 
der Labor? 

In the general atmosphere no, 
. because they are the same per¬ 
sons. In substance, the changes 
, are very minimal. There has 
been some few changes in tbe 
Israeli position after the new 
government which are extreme¬ 
ly marginal. For example, the 
previous government was 
against national political elec¬ 
tions for the interim period, this 
government has accepted that 
As far as the major issues are 
concerned, Jerusalem, geograph¬ 
ic jurisdiction etc, it is more or 
less the same position. Another 
change, the previous govern¬ 
ment used to be strictly against 
any legislative powers for the 
Palestinians during the inte rim 
period, this government is win¬ 
ing to deal positively with limit¬ 
ed legislative powers. 


What about Bassaxn Abu 
Sharif s suggestion to establish 
a temporary Palestinian gov¬ 
ernment in Jericho? 

I think this is a personal view, 
we don't agree with and I don't 
know of any Palestinian' leader 
who supported this statement 
But it is different from the Israe¬ 
li idea of "Gaza First" The Pal¬ 
estinian idea, talks about with¬ 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho, 
while the Israelis are talking 
about applying the interim ar¬ 
rangements of the autonomy 
only in Gaza. This idea of Gaza- 
Jericho is not so popular within 
the Palestinians, especially peo¬ 
ple in Gaza. I know that all the 
members of the delegation are 
not supportive of this idea. 


And when yon are in Wash¬ 
ington how do you Coor dina te 
with the rest of the teams? 

Between us and the Arab dele¬ 
gations, there are two levels of 
coordination, there is a coordi¬ 
nating committee that includes 
one member from each delega¬ 
tion and tins committee mr^ 
daily. At the same time there is 
coordination at the level of 
heads of delegations. That hap¬ 
pens according to the need, usu¬ 
ally they meet every three or 


Actually it has complicated 
things, don't yon agree? 

The negotiations over the in¬ 
terim phase has faced a dead¬ 
lock. So Palestinians are think¬ 
ing or. suggesting different 
scenarios to get out of the dead¬ 
lock and I think that it is legiti¬ 
mate for the Palestinians to try 
to seek different approaches to 
get us out of this deadlock. 
Some people are suggesting con¬ 
federation, others are suggesting 
the idea of the early empower¬ 
ment ... about Gaza and Jericho 
first, about the need to simply 
skip the interim phase negotia¬ 
tions and move directly to Sc fi¬ 
nal status of the negotiations. So 
it’s a period where people are 
making different suggestions... 


It is said that the PLO will 
have to make concession on Je¬ 
rusalem, geographical sove¬ 
reignty and others in the com¬ 
ing weeks. How true is this? 

I say that the FLO and the Pal¬ 
estinian side have already made 
bitter concession in order to start 
this peace process. We don't 
have any thing to give up! So we 
cant make concessions. We are 
negotiating on the basis of Se¬ 
curity Council resolutions; sim¬ 
ply the end result of the negotia¬ 
tions should be to get means and 
ways in which these resolutions 
should be implemented. So we 
are going there to arrange the ex¬ 
change of land for peace. There 
is no way in which we can give 
up any of these... I th i nk the 
PLO should not make any fur¬ 
ther concessions and I guess 
they're not going to make any 
further concessions. 


Does the delegation still en¬ 
joy tbe support of tbe majority 
of Palestinians in the Occupied 
Territories? 

It has been realized by every¬ 
body in the delegation that 
[they] do not enjoy the support 
in continuing the negotiations m 
the way it is going on now. 
Probably you read the public 
opinion poll dial was published 
recently...it said that there is no 
majority support for the continu¬ 
ity of the peace negotiations as it 
is going on now, whichmeans in 
my view that the Palestinian ma¬ 
jority supports the peace process 
in general™ 


• What do you hope to achieve 
in thellth round? 

Usually the decision to go or 
not to go is taken in the Arab 
foreign ministers coordination 
meeting, which will take place 


Bnt don't yon Liink that the 
Palestinians need to start a na¬ 
tional debate on tbe peace pro* 
fl pqs to organize their ranks to 
confront the current challeng¬ 


es? 



His Majesty King Hussein at the Prime Ministry, Tuesday, where he met the Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam Al 
Majati, and other Cabinet ministers. The King later presided over the Cabinet’s meeting, which approved a new 
temporary election law. 


on the 22 of this month in Bei¬ 
rut However I and my party be¬ 
lieve that the Palestinian side 
should not participate in tbe next 
round and should link our partic¬ 
ipation to two factors; one, the 
Israeli adherence to the terms of 
reference [at Madrid], without it 
there is no point of going, and 
second, we should link our par¬ 
ticipation to the Israeli practices 
in the Occupied Territories. Is¬ 
rael should not be able to contin¬ 
ue stalling in the negotiations 
and...continue using time to 
make changes in the Occupied 
Territories that prejudice the out¬ 
come of tbe negotiations.... 
[that's why] I suspended my par¬ 
ticipation in the last two rounds. 


Jordanian Russian meeting discusses Jordan's 
role in trade 


• Under the Patronage of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Hashemite Foundation for Economic 
Cooperation and the International Studies Center is to 
organize the first executive meeting (round table) in Sep¬ 
tember. Guests attending the conference include Mr 
Vladimir Tchomico, Russian parliament first undersecre¬ 
tary. The conference is to be called "Jordan, a gateway to 
the Middle East and a window to the world”. The confer¬ 
ence is expected to cement and expand bilateral trade re¬ 
lations between both sides. The second Jordanian- 
Russian executive meeting is to be held in Moscow within 
the next six months. 


Dr Majali's 1994 budget 


t The Prime Ministery has issued an official notification 
for outlining the 1994 budget. It will be planned accord¬ 
ing and in conjunction with the 1992-98 economic adjust¬ 
ment program and tbe 1993-1997 economic and cultural 
plan, that aim to deal with poverty and unemployment 
through embarking on productive projects. The 1994 
budget will be based on the following: 

1) Total salaries, wages and bonuses of those employees 
in Government The base salaries will be those of 1993. 

2) Not to create new job opportunities in 1994 unless 
there exists an urgent need for doing so and to include an 
explanation. 

3) To implement austerity measures in current opera¬ 
tional, transit and other expenses for all ministries and 
departments. 

4) There will be no extra landing for new or approved 
projects but ministries will have to finance these from 
their existing budgets Projects which are more labour- 
intensive or those that bring foreign currencies will be 
given higher priority. Dr Majali wants to promote more 
decentralization. 


Two chambers to remain separate 


• Mr Mohammad Asfoor has denied the presence of any 
plans to merge the chambers of industry and commerce 
into a single economic councfl. Mr Asfoor responding to 
inquiries about a misinterpreted news item published 
earlier, said that the proposed council is to be formed to 
serve Jordanian relations with the Independent Islamic 
Republics in light of the recent visit by a high ranking 
Jordanian delegation. He explained that this council is to 
join representatives from the private sectors of both na¬ 
tions. 


Team International 


• Team Internationa] signed a cooperation protocol with 
City University Business School, London, to conduct 
MBA program for managers in the'Mididle East. 

The MBA program is designed for members of the sen¬ 
ior staff, who should be able to combine learning and 
working. The duration of this program Is two years, in 
which each student has to attend 9 courses and must sub¬ 
mit 3 projects. Die first coarse of this program was held 
on l9 June in the Team offices, attended by several par¬ 
ticipants, nominated by different Jordanian Companies. 
It covered research methodology. Meanwhile, Team exe¬ 
cuted a study of the possibility of opening a trade center 
for direct selling in Moscow for the Jordan Trade Associ¬ 
ation (JTA). Team is also engaged with WS Atkins Inter¬ 
national in implementing an export development pro¬ 
gram for electro-mechanical sector in Jordan. Tins 
included studying potential market exports for Jordanian 
products in the Common Independent States (CIS) and 
in giving technical assistance to Jordanian factories. 


Indian Garment Fair 


• The Apparel Export Promotion Council and other 
Garment Exporters Associations of India organizes bian¬ 
nual fairs for the garment industry for Antumn/Winter 
and Spring/Summer collections. The India Garment Fair 
is scheduled to be held at Pragati Malden in New Delhi 
between 20 to 22 August, 1993. More than 250 exporters 
are expected to participate in the event. 

For more information contact the Embassy of India in 
Amman. 


I think there is a need for that. 
It's natural for any nation that is 
[facing] such difficult develop¬ 
ment and strategic decisions to 
find that there are different 
views. The problem is not that 
we have different views, not that 
we have a body that supports the 
peace process and another that 
doesn't; but..there are things that 
can be done to defuse the nega¬ 
tive possible consequences of 
this division. For example, to 
escalate resistance against the 
occupation is something that 
there are no difference on. 


Do you think that the time 
has come to end US monopoly 
over the peace process and to 
seek direct talks with the Is¬ 
raelis under UN rules? 

Negotiations are based on UN 
resolutions 242 And 338. Now 
originally the peace process was 
sponsored by two superpowers 
but later it happened that the So¬ 
viet Union collapsed and role of 
Russia became extremely margi¬ 
nal. Thai's why we raised the 
need for solving this problem 
and we suggested for example 
adding the presidency of the EC 
either in addition or instead of 
Russia. But this suggestion was 
not accepted. The Europeans 
were interested in this idea, but 
they did not fight for it and we 
can't be more Catholic than the 
Pope. So I agree that the Arab 
delegations and the Arab govern¬ 
ments should insist on a more 
evenhanded sponsorship of these 
negotiations. 


Why have you embarked on 
(he negotiations at one of the 
lowest periods in Arab history 
especially after the Gulf War? 

Simply because we did not 
have any choice. As a Palestini¬ 
an we were in front of one of 
two options, either to be in this 
peace process or not There have 
been much bigger reasons for 
the peace process. I think, the 
fall of the Soviet Union was one 
reason, the fall of the balance of 
power at the international level 
was another, the Gulf War was 
a reason, so we can't be asked 
why there was a peace process 
because we were not a party to 
making it The peace process 
was going to be established...we 
thought if we are out of it we 
will have losses because others 
might negotiate on [our] behalf 
and the future of our cause 
might be determined in our ab¬ 
sence . 


If the negotiations collapse 
what other options do you 
have? 

If the negotiations collapse 
then we go back into the kind of 
political life that we were living 
before the negotiations, which is 
to continue the struggle against 
the occupation and to continue 
to resist the different forms of 
pressures by the Israelis and to 
continue to build our own insti¬ 
tutions and our own infrastruc¬ 
ture as much as we can. There 
was a form of armed struggle be¬ 
fore the peace process and dur¬ 
ing the peace process and it will 
continue. ■ 
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The nation comes first 

NOW THAT the Government has enacted a temporary law to replace the 1986 electoral 
law, the controversy that has shrouded the affair and absorbed the nation most come to an 
end because of what is at stake. 

His Majesty King Hussein has put the nation before its responsibilities. Regardless of 
what political parties and groups may think about Tuesday's change, the challenge that we 
must face today is greater and far more important than anything else. Besides, Jordanian de¬ 
mocracy is evolving and it is up to die nation, which will vote in a new Lower House in No¬ 
vember, to elect those who will carry the torch for the coming period. 

Whatever the costs, our newly-licensed political parties must stand the test and accept the 
peoples' verdict in November. What matters to us is that the elections will be fair and hon¬ 
est and that Jordanians will be able to make their choice freely and elect those who they be¬ 
lieve will be able to represent them. 

There are many challenges that loom ahead for this country and its people. The peace pro¬ 
cess is entering die most sensitive stage, while economic and political changes in the region 
and the world require us to rise above our differences in order to deal with these chang ing 
realties. 

The next Parliament will have to set an example. It must act as a guardian of democracy. 
The issue is not elections, but what happens after. 

Laws and regulations can be changed, but the most important factor in the coming lour 
years will be political maturity — one that will guarantee the best interest of our beloved 
country. 

The last four years bave taught us that democracy is not a magic potion that cures all of 
our diseases. It has its own problems and indeed it creates new set of challenges. 

Until 8 November, Jordanians will be preparing for the elections. There will be slogans 
and promises, rallies and debates and the country will have the opportunity to revive its 
democratic awareness. What makes this election unique, is that it promises for the first time 
a competition, on equal footing, between candidates with different political complexion. 
Those who have registered.for the first time are urged to use their Constitutional right to 
vote. This election will allow new voters, more of the young, of women and of those who 
are willing to participate in a great show of political behavior. In addition, new parties, 
some of which have never been tested by the public, will also appeal to die voters. 

It is not always easy to defend democracy or to safeguard its achievements. That task is 
shared in Jordan by a wise leadership and a loyal following. Since this country chose the 
path of democracy and political pluralism, it has been able to weather the storm. It must re¬ 
peat this in the near future, and must repeat it today. ■ 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Missing services! 

To the editor: 

lama Jordanian citizen, and a - 
mother of six. 1 have been liv¬ 
ing in Jordan for over nine years 
now. We have chosen to live 
here mainly because we appre¬ 
ciate the stability, low crime rate 
and the morally good atmos¬ 
phere for raising children. 

Though, I have constantly no¬ 
ticed that the basic necessary 
services that every human being 
deserves are often neglected. 

1 am directly addressing the 
problems of sewage and water 
supply, not to mention the una¬ 
vailability of private telephones 
to the majority of tax paying cit¬ 
izens in many areas (including 
ours). 

After living for the past six 
years in Hai Nazzal/Jabal Akh- 
dar area I've come to the conclu¬ 
sion that the people responsible 
for the above services definitely . 
don't care enough to improve 
tile standard of these basic ne¬ 
cessities. 

The streets of our area are of¬ 
ten grossly unsanitary. Because 
of clogged or overflowing sew¬ 
age tanks, they have become an 
ideal breeding ground for dis¬ 
eases. The main road of Hai 
Nazzal can be seen, more often 
than not. with a stream of filthy 


water from overflowing sewage 
pipes (and occasionally from 
broken water pipes). The street 
in front of our house had a huge 
pool of unsanitary water from 
another overflowing sewage 
pipe; and this was there all last 
week, until it finally dried up! 
And this has not been the only 
instance. Many of my friends 
have told me similar stories 
about other neighborhoods. 

The water shortage is another 
problem. Despite the floods last 
winter, water is still cut off so 
often that some household taps 
are completely dry at least two 
days a week. With no water in 
our homes, we must resort to 
filling up buckets and bringing 
them home from kind donors. 

Water is basic to all human 
life. Without it, conducting even 
the smallest activities becomes 
difficult awkward and a real 
headache. And since there are 
no official schedules to notify 
citizens about "dry days", life 
has become chaotic, dreary and 
almost unbearable for many in 
the country. 

No one in this advanced day 
and age should have to suffer 
from the negligent lack of ser¬ 
vices. Or do Jordanians have to 
suffer as people did in the Dark 
Ages? 

With regards to telephones. 


we, the public have been told 
that a five year program is under 
way and that it will give many 
long awaited telephones, but this 
is an awfully long time for peo¬ 
ple to have to wait whereas in 
Japan, America and other coun¬ 
tries, phones can be installed 
within the week or the month. 

Is Jordan so ill equipped in 
knowledge and manpower that 
this five-year program is the 
best that can be offered? 

Jordan has made huge steps 
forward by doing such things as 
newly proclaiming democracy, 
advancing in the world of fine 
arts, establishing ballet chibs and 
music conservatories, and credit 
is deserved. But it is a sad and 
shameful fact that the basic ne¬ 
cessities are still neglected. If 
Jordan wants to keep advancing 
in this modern world, I think of¬ 
ficials are obligated to take a 
better look at what can be done 
to improve our weak infrastruc¬ 
ture. Certainly this is something 
which .our mayor ought to con¬ 
sider. Also, I hope and pray that 
the true goal of our respected 
and honorable King is the high 
standard and quality of life for 
the people of Jordan. 


Anna Dweik 
Amman 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Mr Naji 
Aloosb, born 1935 Bir Zdt, is 
a Ml time activist and was a 
member of Fatah the main¬ 
stream organization of the 
PLO. He was twice General 
Secretary of the Palestinians 
Writers and Journalists Union 
between 1972 and 1980. Be¬ 
tween 1970 and 1980 he was 
also a member of the Fatah 
Revolutionary Council. He 
was also a member of the 
Arab Studies Unity Center in 
Beirut and was on the execu¬ 
tive committee of the National 
Council for Arab Culture. An 
intellectual h eavy we ig ht Mr 
Alousb has over 50 books and 
research papers and articles to 
his credit that indude revolu¬ 
tionary thought, the history of 
the Palestinian movement, on 
agriculture and on youth. His 
latest book is on the famous 
Arab philosopher Al Mutana- 
bi. He was interviewd by The 
Star's Managing Etfitor Dr 
Marwan Al Asmar. Excerpts 
follow. 

As a Palestinian thinker, 
what ideology do you believe 
in? 

Theoretically speaking I be¬ 
lieve in the scientific approach 
which seeks truth out of reality. 
I reject traditional Marxism be¬ 
cause it has been transformed 
into a Marxism which sought 
truth in textbooks. We should 
use science to investigate reali¬ 
ty. to explain it Therefore, we 
cannot assume that there is a 
man or a leader who owns truth 
because every person is capable 
to add to truth. That's why I was 
against following traditional 
MarxistJdbLmking in building the 
partyrorln adapting reality to 
ideology. Also we should be 
democratic and we should build 
scientific institutions where dia¬ 
logue can take place. I wanted 
the party to set up a wide alli¬ 
ance on democratic basis. Other¬ 
wise, an ugly dictatorship would 
rise. 

Why have you left Fatah? 

1 had to leave for two reasons. 
One organizational and the sec¬ 
ond political. At the- ore amzaj 
tional level, I felt froraiitefttst 
minute I joined Fatah after the 
June war(1967], that the move¬ 
ment did not follow a sound or¬ 
ganizational method, but resort¬ 
ed to bringing together members 
without applying organizational 
methods. I felt that the leader¬ 
ship of the movement wanted to 
thrive on personal relations not 
to build institutions and that's 
why members were brought in 
who were not eligible or quali- 


OVER THE past three years in 
Romania, some- 60 museums 
have been attacked and robbed 
and some 11,000 artefacts JosL 
Russian authorities bave estab¬ 
lished the existence of 40 crimi¬ 
nal gangs involved in the illicit 
trafficking of the country's art 
treasures. Last year in the 
Ukraine, thieves killed two cura¬ 
tors during a raid on a museum 
in Lvov, while an estimated 
20.000 artefacts left the Czech 
Republic illegally during 1992 
and more than 1.141 churches 
were robbed in Poland — an in¬ 
crease of more than 100 percent 
since the early '80s. 

Since the fall of the commu¬ 
nist regimes, the frontiers of 
Eastern Europe have been trans¬ 
formed from an Iron Curtain" 
into a conveyer belt, carrying 
the region's cultural heritage to 
the rich markets in the West If 
we don't act quickly we win 
have a 'terra deserta' in the mid¬ 
dle of Europe' Romanian histo¬ 
rian, loan Opris. told a regional 
seminar on illicit traffic, held in 
Hungary in march. 

Organized by UNESCO, the 
meeting was die first of a series 
of regional seminars on illicit 
traffic and brought together mu¬ 
seum authorities, art historians, 
customs officials and legal ex¬ 
perts from 11 Eastern Eu ropean 
countries, along with INTER¬ 
POL. and the International 
Council of Museums (ICOM). 

Changing borders, sparse con¬ 
trols. a lack of security and the 
means to provide it, ami popula¬ 
tion struggling against poverty, 
have all contributed to a situa¬ 
tion that al! seminar participants 
agreed was critical. "Aggravat¬ 
ing the problem." explain 
UNESCO expert. Ms Lyndel 
Prott "is the fact that very few of 
these countries have ever drawn 
up an inventory of their cultural 
wealth. This means that they of¬ 
ten don’t know for sere whai has 
been taken from where." 

Russian authorities estimate, 
for example that some 27 mil¬ 
lion icons have disappeared 
# from the country over the past 
10 years. An increasing number 
of seizures, despite die leaky 



tied. 

Among 
them ■ were 
agents and 
dealers. X 
warned 
against this ■ 
ami wrote a 
number of 
guidelines 
and deliv¬ 
ered many 
lectures but 
to no avail. 

The Fatah 
leadership 
did not lis¬ 
ten because 
it had other 
goals in 
mind. I was 
not alone. In 
fact I repre¬ 
sented a 
strong tide. 

The -sec¬ 
ond reason 
was politi¬ 
cal I felt 
that the Fa¬ 
tah leader¬ 
ship did not 

trust the people, . but believed 
that power came by establishing 
relations with regimes. I was 
against that and wanted a strong 
bond between the leadership and 
the Palestinian people based bn 
national aspirations and the lib¬ 
eration of Palestine. 

1 wanted to get away from the 
power struggle among various 
power axis in die Arab world. 
But the leadership did not listen 
and that lead to differences. 


entered' into two formulas to -vfoeir resources. This is the goal 


unite our ranks. One in .Beirut 
with Abu Khaled and Atm Musa, 
and Majid Abu'Sbarar and one 
with Atm Nidal in B aghda d. (S- v 

What were the. reasons Tor 
the change in Palestinian ideal- ‘ 


.of US-23onist alliance in oar re¬ 
gion- . / * _ 

Why have the Palesti nian s 
accepted to go into negotia¬ 
tions now and not back in the 
1970s?- - 


ogy, : what tad happened to thc * There’ were many reasons that 
• idea of armed resistance? prevented the Palestinians and 

T had written extensively about the Arabs from going info nego- 
the ideological problems within nations then. 


the Palestinian resistance move- One reason is that the United 
meats in the Palestinian Ency- States had not yet developed the 
clopaedia. I concluded.toat there 7 peace' project for the Middle 
was no clear ideological ,Tine . East- ; Also the Zionists did not 
within the.- Palestiniair juris- believe that the time was ripe to 
tance..... V • J ' ouen the' case.. The Arabs had 


open foe case.. The Arabs had 
not yet . reached a; submissive 
stage. Miro hits were needed to 
achieve thaL ' - 

As a Writer how-would you 


follow and that we have to 
choose one of five options: Ei¬ 
ther join the peace talks as Fa- 
tah, or as PLO, or leave that 
choice for Jordan, or leave it to 
independent Palestinians or seek 
a unified formula. That lead to 
open confrontation since we 
were against a peaceful settle¬ 
ment and we wanted to take our 
case to the people and when we 
learned that Fatah wonted to liq¬ 
uidate us, we resigned. 


So you..are gainst the.cur- ' stage. More hits were 

- rent peace taB&~? ' : 'V' ^ achieve that. : r . 

' 1 hav&resistedtl^iicteasmce t .. ’■. 

was young; the .idea Of-Arab-". As a writer how.w 
Zionist peace. I stiU tfmik tfiat it/ describe the l/rf^ftzdfl? 
is aseberae that serves foe inter-. ' . The Intifada was - in trouble 
est of foe imperialists, .- namely ' ftbm. day one. The Intifada, 
the United States and the Zionist .. which, .represented a new and 

- entity, regardless ctf tiie' foruT.of substantive direction beyond foe 

foe peace negotiations. ' ■ ‘• -"plaaniiig of leaderships, is a 

. As to the- current ,peace talks-, . spontaneous - and. popular uptis- 

-we have to - remember/thar the - mg: But if foe Intifada foils .to rid 
. . United States is foe^tonsor of itself fiom.foe political andor- 

ve to the peace project It is proposing ganizatianal bold of. foe PLO, 
is: Ei- it because it sees' to 'comblid^e then it is doomed. It is unfortu- 

is Fa- foe political status-qiio in Arab- that die Intifada ingenuous, 

e that ' Zionist relations. ‘-Who" knows reaction to occupation did not in- 

e it to \^iat-Aiiterica , sftnaIgoals are? cludegetfiag n<j of the PLO’s 

ir seek The Zipnists want foe talks be- / control. .This Jead . foe intifada 

ead to causeit is tbeirWay out of all irir{ ..jntoapobtica] rfilemma.lt had 

e we ternatipnal objections to Zion- 16 endure the most terrible reac- 
settle- 'ism.■.-The talks are ;fofc. best.. don. trnm ?-foe ■ 'Zionist enemy, 
keour .guarantiee to foe survival : .of,foe,,- while the PLO leadership was 

en we Zionist' entity. The Arabs Jteve, toying - with foe idea of peace, 

to liq- given; up.an the 1948 territories - This has weakened iL.-The7nri- 
: and foe- return of this: refugees; fpdn aUrt awi the e xfmiitf ccwnip- 
: tion to \seep in and foe'popular 

uprising was transformed into a 
/ ■■■'.. ‘ / " professional uprising controlled 

*■’■'■- > / '- • • . r V by PLG factions. • > ' 

lit of feaaty m J T€J€Ct ■ tmiaulUeratureniid«-pccapa- 

has been transformed ; We have Palestinian literature 
ntth in textbooks. We and- ootside^^But oar prestig- 
e reality y to explain iL 

- Paiestiman resistance'. Even 

• . ' ~~ •' •'/ - l Mahmoud Darweesh became 

■■■■■■■■■■known before; foe resistance.; He 

- budded c^ of mternal straggle 
was lead by the coaimu- 


Theoretically speaking 1 believe in the scientific - 
approach which seeks truth out of reality. I reject 
traditional Marxism because it has been transformed, 
into a Marxism wftich sought truth in textbooks. We 
should use science to investigate reality, to explain it. 


which culminated when tK. 
leadership chose die line of set¬ 
tlement in die early 1970s. It 
was a secret decision then, but I 
was informed of it I began to 
work against that surrender until 
the differences [were brought 
out into foe] open an the eve of 
the October [1973] war. 

Few days before die war, we 
were summoned by the Palestin¬ 
ian leadership and told that there 
will be war and that peace will 


srwtr*. 

After Fatah, whiefr/orgaui- 
zatitms did yon join?" 

We were in alliance with vari¬ 
ous Palestinian resistance move¬ 
ments, but that alliance began to 
crack after 1974 because the 
leadership of foe DFLP adopted 
a peaceful settlement and others 
followed. We were not alone in. 
fighting flat tread. There were 
people like Abu Nidal, Abu 
Musa, Majid Abu Sharar... We 


kascofHfb. 


msts. ThCtoforo.- die resistance. 


Thetalks wifi open foe.way for . v tinoagfaput its long history, from 

. ' -_* T ltr _ 1_:_^_. , c : tnee ..-.*±1 __u. 


: the arrival of no. less-than L5 
million Zionist iainngrants.'Who 
were afraid to come.. 

I don't dunk foe Zionists will 
give a Palestinian state or even- 
Palestiman self rule or antono- 
. my. # What they want is- much 
more than Palestine;/foey want 
to open up to foe Arab world, to 
subjugate the Arabs arid control 


1965 until today, was unable to 
preset writers , and thinkers of 
greafstamre. 

Oaf great writers like Walid 
AI-Kftaldi, Jabra Ibrahim Jabra, 
Ghassan /■ Kanafaiti, Mahmoud 
Darweesh, Aids and Yousef Say- 
eghT'-alT of there great'writers, 
economists and politicians had 
risen before the resistance. ■ 





borders, and the quantity of 
icons now available for sale on 
western markets indicate that 
more are leaving the country 
now than ever. Customs offi¬ 
cials confiscated more than 
5,000 artworks or antiques at the 
105 checkpoints on Russia's bor¬ 
ders last year — force times the 
number seized from right 
around the former Soviet Un¬ 
ion's frontiers in 1991, but only 
an estimated 5 to 10 percent of 
the pieces that are believed to 
have left the country. 

Ait export regulations were 
tightened last November to hah 
foe flow, but to littie effect as 
there are any number of ways to 
smuggle artefacts out In the 
same month, 39 icons were con¬ 
fiscated from a US consulate 
employee at Pulkovo. But rare 
are the customs officers who 
will break protocol and search 
foreigners carrying diplomatic 
passports. 

"Mach of the an smuggled out 
of Russia passes through Po¬ 
land, bound for Germany" ex¬ 
plained the Commissioner for 
Polish Cultural Heritage Abroad, 
Wojciech Kowalski. "There are 
no border controls for Russians 
or Germans coming into Poland, 
which makes it foe ideal meet¬ 
ing point for dealers and thetr 
clients," 

‘Tart of foe problems u that 
under the communist regime* 
our churches were closed and re¬ 
ligious objects were devalued 
and even thrown away. Few 
families kept the religious ob¬ 
jects that once adorned every 
home," said ait historian Irene 
Korolenko from the Ukraine 
Ministry of Culture. "It's only 
now that we are starting to real¬ 
ize their worth. But the churches 



Part of the treasures smuggled 


we are reopening are empty. It's 
tragic." 

Archaeological sites are anoth¬ 
er major larger, particularly in. 
Bulgaria. Forgotten by the Out¬ 
side world over several decades, 
these sites are now drawing the. 
attention of treasure hunters eve¬ 
rywhere. following several re¬ 
markable discoveries in cludin g' 
one horde of 200 pieces of Ro¬ 
man silver ware. - "There are 
thousands of potential rites in' 
Bulgaria", explains . Kowalski 
"bnl no controls. And these 'uo- - 
dergrotmd archaeologists' who 
dig at night are better equipped 
than their official.coUeagues!" 

"At the end of 1991, for exam¬ 
ple, the entire rums of -a Roman 1: 
vilU_'Amrira,' its statues and- 
columns, completely disap¬ 
peared from its excavation rite 
sear the Turkish border. Jt was 
eventually found, loaded into 
tracks ready for smuggling oat . 
of the country, but foe authori¬ 
ties didn't know what; iq do with 
it They tod no room &. any of 
the country's museums, /and no - 
money to ensure its security 


. They had no choice ton to jput it j 
back on its original ^^ location?, he 
said- 

. Transporting artefacts by jnpad- 
- is. easy to organize and Smug¬ 
glers have become increasingly 
bold- In one incidenl- last year, 
Romanian customs officials got 
lucky ahd.nabbeti.lO mtekToads 
of. mote .than . TjQOO objects . 
bound for Germany, including a 
load of valuable Beidcrraeyer. 
faririture^^developed in foe early 
19tfa cenmry. from the Empires 
■' and Krectolrc^styles, arid partic-. 

. alariy popular in Germany, Aus- ‘ 

tria, nonhem.Italy ancLSawdina-. 
via). . 

Nerthea 1 were' many of foe dele- .'; 
gates aware (rf^the various ^er- i 
national mectiaasms forctwiriol-- 
ling trafficking, ' riteh • as 
UNESCO's intefnatioiutf^« 0 «rK 
tion on the Means _of Prohibiting - 
and Preventing;dje'IIKcitIr^^ ; 
Export and transfer.of; Owne^ f; 
ship of Ctttana^En^iaty, or lN- 
TTERPOL. '• 

. Another (fitenuna the ddfegates ' 
said .they were: fkted .wifo, im 
the issw of prtyitizaiKW Of cul- 


turai property. What should be 
doner wbfo property seized under 
- titeccBnmunist. regimes? Should 
: it be gSyen back to foe-previous 
owners who would be free to 
... dispose - of it as they wished? 

. -The conc^« of cultural tentage 
. is still being worked out in most 
, of Eastern Europe,” saysTLyndel 
;; PtotL - Tliiis the -value- of many 
artefacts .is not understood, and 

- iWty:heirio<^ that fetch a for- ^ 
tone in the West, are cashed in ' 
to pay for bread. 

The seminar studied specific 
means . of' increasing regional 

- cooperation, improving museum 
security, drawing op legislation 
to- t. protect, moveable . cultural 
properly and preparing in vent o- 

: oes. The task ahead is long and 
pa in sta k ing. In Slovakia, for ex- 
arriple, an inventory is being pie-? 
pared of all moveable p roperty 
in churches. In three months 
only-150 churches in oiKrcgion 
alone have teen accounted for. 

The participating countries 
Jiave all asked UNESCO and the 
iTntemational Coundl of Mu-^ 
senms (IGOM) for help to get 
-the-ball rolling. "The delegates 
? were particularly pteased to real- 
. ize thk foey were not alone with 
tins problem," said Ms Prott. 
sTJhe. seminar.allowed them to 
ins^e:_ sqlid contacts without 
/irioateries in die region and foe 
.international bodies wcankmg In 
trasarea,’.;- 
The Ait Lbss Register in Ixm- - 
dCra, for example, has offered hs 
services and .will - put important 
ttofen items oa its list free of 
; diargp,': cntil ite countries, of, 

- Easttan “Europe , get themselves 
: .tetter organized no check the 

whofesale pluncter of tiieir cuttn- 
-ralheritageH . ■ 
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_ Gwadarport: 

The Gate of Winds 


By S. Azem Ali 

THE OPENING of the Rupees 
(30R& =■ US$1) 1.78 billion fish 
harbor cnm-mmi-port at Gwadar 
on March IS. 1993 marks a wa¬ 
tershed in the development of 
Pakistan making her a focal 
point for the entire surrounding 
ECO region. 

As pledged by the Pakistani 
government to develop Gwadar 
into a deep sea port, at an esti¬ 
mated cost of around 500 mil¬ 
lion dollars, this ancient sleepy 


Strategically located, 
Gwadar not only 
provides a vital link 
between the Indian 
ocean and the 
Arabian Sea, but 
provides an access to 
Afghanistan and the 
six Central Asian 
States (CAS) for 
trade, commerce and 
industry 


town along the Arabian Sea, 
would be the harbinger of 
change, not only for Pakistan 
with particular reference to Bal¬ 
uchistan, but also for seven 
land-locked ECO countries. 
These seven land-locked ECO 
countries of Afghanistan. Kaza¬ 
khstan, Uzbekistan, Kirghistan, 


Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Azerbaijan, with a 
population of over 77 mil-, 
lion, with an area of five 
million sq kms and a GNP 
of $170 billion, require 
deep seaport facilities for 
international import and 
export trade. 

Strategically located, 

Gwadar not only provides 
a vital link between the In¬ 
dian ocean and the Arabian 
Sea, but provides an ac¬ 
cess to Afghanistan and the 
six Central Asian States 
(CAS) for trade, commerce 
and industry. Gwadar 
stretches to several Centra] 

Asian States in the noth to 
Iran, the Gulf States, the 
Middle East and East Afri¬ 
ca to the West, to India and 
Sri Lanka in the south. 

Gwadar is within the prox¬ 
imity of the strait of Hor¬ 
muz, a vital waterway — 
oil tankers bound for the 
West and Japan have to 
pass on their way out of the 
Persian Gulf. 

Literally, Gwadar meats, 
the Gate of Winds. ECO 
consists of 10 countries, 
seven landlocked and three 
— Pakistan, Iran and lYir- 
key — open to war waters 
of either ocean or sea. 

These 10 nations with a . 
population of about 350 
mini on people and an area 
of about seven- milli on sq 

kms, is abound in manpow- ___ _ 

er and material resources, A view of Pakistan's development 



has better marketing finali¬ 
ties through sea and over¬ 
land rail-road routes. 

Gwadar now provides port fa¬ 
cilities of international standard 


for berthing three coastal vessels 
and small oil tankers or 1,000 to 
1,200 tons carrying capacity at 
one time,, and mooring facilities 


for 500 to 600 fishin g motor 
boats. 

This fish harbor provides fa¬ 
cilities to increase the fish prod- 
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By Hussein Shehadeh 

ONE THING has been made 
quite dear by Oman's Sultanate; 
progress cannot take place at the 
cost of the environment As a re¬ 
sult, environmental conservation 
has been given a high priority in 
Oman's plans for development 

Minister of 
Regional Mu¬ 
nicipalities and 
Environment 
Sheikh Amer 
bin Shuwain 
A1 Hosni stated 
that Oman is in 
the forefront in 
the fight for 
die global envi¬ 
ronment and 
the mainte¬ 
nance of a bal¬ 
anced eco¬ 
system. Oman 
has earned a 
high reputation 
throughout the 
world for its 
efforts. The 
Ministry is in 
charge of envi¬ 
ronmental con¬ 
servation, and 
beautification 
of the country. Muscat, Oman 
Notable work 
has been done in both these 
fields. 

"Oman strongly beheves in 
the importance of preventing 
pollution and conserving the en¬ 
vironment," the minister said. 
was among the first Arab coun¬ 
tries to give priority to the pro¬ 
tection of the environment, natu¬ 
ral resources, and its citizens of 
today and of the future. Environ¬ 
mental pollution occurs partrcu- 
larty during the transition from 
simple life styles to the complex¬ 
ities of the modem age." 

He continued that "from the 
time of its inception in 1970, the 
government of Sultan Qaboos 
has been keenly aware of the 
need to protect the environment 
in every aspect The government 
has had one particular advantage 
in this respect in that it has not 
been faced with the problem or 
rectifying the ravages of la¬ 
bialization which had 
place before that date. In the 
succeeding years it has been 
posable to monitor the progres¬ 
sive development of industrial 
plants throughout the Sultanate 
and control any pollution of the 

environment.' 

He added that Oman has dealt 
.with the dangers of pollution by 


pursuing two important strate¬ 
gies. Firstly a strategy based on 
pragmatism and common sense, 
taking into account the changes 
in the country's economy, which 
has changed from simple agri¬ 
cultural modeT to a complex, ur¬ 
ban development one. 

A1 Hosni said, a line is drawn 


implementing the national plan 
in accordance with the Law for 
the Conservation of the Environ¬ 
ment and Prevention of Pollu¬ 
tion." 

"In a country as small as 
Oman such laws-and their imple¬ 
mentation are clearly possible", 
die minister added. "A rational¬ 


“ be tween growth and environ¬ 
mental damage" 

The second strategy pursued 
by the Sultanate are measures 
taken in the form of edicts or 
other legislation to hold in check 
actions which are either blatant¬ 
ly dangerous or exce ed i ng ly 
careless. 

A1 Hosni showed that Oman 
was not frightened to take meas¬ 
ures which it felt was necessary 
should the environmental cir¬ 
cumstances demand them. 

The minister said that "the 
first Omani law concerning en¬ 
vironmental affairs was issued 
in 1974. This was followed in 
ensuing years by several other 
decisions and.laws designed to 
secure the territorial waters of 
the country." 

In 1979, the Council for the 
Conservation of the Environ¬ 
ment, a watchdog committee for 
the prevention of pollution was 
established and chaired by Sul¬ 
tan Qaboos. 

All the ordinances covering 
the environment and prevention 
of pollution were codified in ok 
law in 1982- And finally in 
1984. the Ministry for the Envi¬ 
ronment was established- Ir be¬ 
came directly responsible for 


ized planning strategy is needed 
and smooth co-ordination be¬ 
tween the busier,, more densely 
populated areas, -and the rural, 
more desolate communities. 
Ideally, various bodies should 
combine their efforts in a fixed 
purpose. Clearly this was real¬ 
ized eariy on in Oman", he said. 

Last year, in an attempt at ra¬ 
tionalization, the Ministries of 
Environment and of Regional 
Municipalities were merged. 
Also, a seven-year coastal zone 
project was completed two years 
ago in response to file threat 
posed by rapid urban develop¬ 
ment. The minister said, "the 
coastline of die Sultanate, in¬ 
volved detailed ecological sur¬ 
veys of the coastal regions, foe 
sea and off-shore islands, with 
the result that the Sultanate has 
one of the most intensively stud¬ 
ied coastal environments in the 
world for management purpos¬ 
es." 

The surveys were undertaken 
to determine and map the distri¬ 
bution of coastal and marine re¬ 
sources and activities, mid to 
identify m anage m e n t issues. 
This information was logged 
into a comprehensive, computer¬ 
ized environmental database. Its 


findings include foe discovery of 
new species of fish and corals, 
new turtle nesting and feeding 
areas, some qf which are of glo¬ 
bal importance, as well as bird 
breeding and feeding sites. . 

The minister explained that 
"foe extent and the thoroughness 
of foe project has contributed 
much to regional scientific 
knowledge” and that "plans 
which have resulted emphasize 
the special organizational and 
management needs for nature 
conservation and recreation are¬ 
as, identity critical management 
issues, recommend specific ac¬ 
tions and responsibilities and 
point to ways of controlling 
coastal developments." 

Ai Hosni explained, "[plans] 
were prepared in frill co¬ 
operation with all the relevant 
government authorities, and 
Have been submitted to the Min¬ 
istry of Regional Municipalities 
and Environment. Together, 
these coastal and regional plans 
should help appropriate develop¬ 
ment of the coastal zone. As a 
result of this project, the Sulta¬ 
nate has a secure basis from 
which to proceed with the safe¬ 
guarding of its valuable coastal 
resources for future genera¬ 
tions." The minister said that “all 
projects launched in the country 
are required to have a "No Envi¬ 
ronmental Objection" certificate 
from foe ministry, which over¬ 
sees and controls plans for new 
industrial enterprises and other 
structure projects. Before issu¬ 
ing such certificates, foe minis¬ 
try takes into account possible 
environmental repercussions. It 
acknowledges the necessity for 
using all means to minimis e pol¬ 
lution. 

"The official view in Oman is 
to stress the importance of envi¬ 
ronmental awareness as a gener¬ 
al policy", the minister sail 
"We must, conserve bo* foe 
non-renewable and renewable 
resources of foe Sultanate — 
water, land, pasture and mar 
rine." 

Is this respect the National 
Conservation Strategy (NCS), 
instigated by the Sultan, was 
prepared by the Ministry of Re¬ 
gional Municipalities and Envi¬ 
ronment and supervised by a 
Permanent Committee, and a 
technical committee, to guaran¬ 
tee foe work at key stages. 

A three-volume study of re¬ 
source u tilizati on and consump¬ 
tion patterns within foe Sulta¬ 
nate has been made. The 700 
page study was published in Ar- 


ucts from 24,009 metric tons to 
58,403 metric tons a year by 
1996. Government's package 
program for fishermen to pur¬ 
chase moor boats at Rs. 35 mil¬ 
lion to electric Gwadar and Rs. 
200 billion with matching 
amount by the Baluchistan Gov¬ 
ernment, would make this mini- 
port as important anchor along 
Makran coast 

The Makran coast occupied 
85 percent of Pakistan coastline 
of about 650 kms. Makran, had 
been foe main trade-route be¬ 
tween foe Middle East and the 
Indo-Pakistan sub-continent. 

Realizing its importance the 
government has, now, taken- 
steps to turn rite sea into sup¬ 
porting a vibrant economy Out 
include developing sea ports for 
shipping, ship-biriktiog and fish¬ 
ing, as well as developing an 
export-oriented manufacturing 
industry like that in Hong Kong, 
Singapore and Japan. 

Pakistan's sea coastline along 
Arabian sea has only two inter¬ 
national sea ports at Karachi and 
Bin Qarim, pins two fish har¬ 
bors in Sindh. Another fish har¬ 
bor at Korangi (Sindh) is com¬ 
ing up. Similarly, Baluchistan 
has only two fish harbors, one at 
P asni and another at Gwadar. 
With requisite back up like sup¬ 
portive plants, equipment, or¬ 
ganisational and a dminis trative 
arrangements, Gwadar would 
generate employment for 8,000 
fishermen. Gwadar fish harbor 
is also expected to handle annual 
fish catch estimated at Rs. one 
billion. 

Over 35 percent of foe coun¬ 
try's,annual fish catch, comes 


from Gwadar. Before foe con¬ 
struction of the fish harbor, the 
bulk of the fish was wasted or 
sold at cheap prices for lack of 
storage facilities and marketing. 
Now all this has changed. 

Meanwhile techno-economic 
feasibility studies on developing 
Gwadar into a deep sea port has 
been completed. It would be es¬ 
tablished by foe private sector at 
an estimated cost of about £500 
million. A consortium of seven 
companies has offered $85 mil¬ 
lion additional fund for this deep 
sea port project, depicting ideal 
climate for foreign investment in 
Baluchistan. 

Another is Gold-Copper Pro¬ 
ject at Saindak in the Cnagi Dis¬ 
trict) at an estimated cost of Rs. 
6 billion. With Chinese assis¬ 
tance, Saindak has huge mineral 
deposits. On its completion, the 
Sindak Project would generate 
for Pakistan, in foreign exchange 
$ 26 million per annum. 

As a result of foreign invest¬ 
ment. a deep sea port at Gwadar 
would not only have ancillary fa¬ 
cilities such as oil refinery, ship¬ 
yard and regional warehouse, 
but would also handle vessels 
from 50,000 to 100.000 DWT. 
Gwadar would be a real gateway 
to ECO, a truely international 
port, ferrying services besides 
cargo shuttle services between 
the Middle East, Far East and 
Europe. 

A modem airport would also 
be built at Gwadar soon. 

The government is making 
strenuous efforts to open various 
educational institutions, hospi¬ 
tals and provide all baric facili¬ 
ties in Gwadar. ■ 





Sheikh AI Hosni, Minister of Environment 


abic and English. Projections 
have been made cm resource use 
in the Sultanate until the year 
2020. 

Hie third volume, foe most 
important, describes - more than 
50 projects with a background 
given for each ok. Their imple¬ 
mentation is prioritized within 
foe Five Year Plan (the year 
2000 ). 

In addition, foe NCS calls on 
all sectors to make stringent ef¬ 
forts towards sustainable devel¬ 
opment. The minister confirms 
that "these recommended pro¬ 
jects and programs are cross- 
sectoral and include recommen¬ 
dations for the industrial sector." 

While industrial development 
is seen as critical to the develop¬ 
ment of foe Sultanate, the strate¬ 
gy stresses that .development 
must not jeopardise the renewa¬ 
ble resources of Oman or the 
health of foe people,” be said. 
"Furthermore, the industrial sec¬ 
tor should be motivated to use 
environmentally [friendly] tech¬ 
nology." This element of tech¬ 
nology is crucial in any country 
which industrialized rapidly. 


Oman's progress is quite clear to 
foe Sultan. 

"Dean technology is not a lux¬ 
ury, but a necessity," foe minis¬ 
ter said. "Oman is In the envia¬ 
ble position of being able to 
introduce clean technology from 
foe beginning of its industrializa¬ 
tion." 

Hie minister is convincingly 
reassuring when he asserts, "we 
also give a high priority to the 
conservation of Oman's rich flo¬ 
ra and fauna, protecting the lat¬ 
ter’s habitats and breeding rites 
and providing them with the 
proper conditions enabling them 
to breed successfully." The laws 
forbid foe hunting of wild ani¬ 
mals anywhere in the country, 
and a number of areas have been 
set aside as reserves for rare wild 
animals. 

AI Hosni pointed to the sanc¬ 
tuary in foe Jiddat AI Harairis, 
where the oryx breed in their 
own environment after near ex¬ 
tinction in 1972 as a result of il¬ 
legal hunting. The minister said 
that "we are open minded in 
Oman, but the environment is 
not negotiable." ■ 
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The Orux 




by Khairi Janbek 


H What remains of the Israeli boycott of negotiating with 
the PLO is nothing more than a linguistic term. For the 
appointment of the seven negotiators to official positions 
within the PLO, can only mean the end of the duality of 
approach and decision-making between the organisation 
and the negotiating team. Unfortunately, it took the 
threat of resignation by the three key Palestinian negotia¬ 
tors in the peace process, to achieve this decisive and 
qualitative change. 

This change is most welcome and long overdue, and the 
delays which were obstructing such a move must have 
been due to the structural endemic problems within the 
collective leadership of the PLO, rather than for the sake 
of complying with the Israeli boycott. For when Mr Odet 
Bin Ami, the speaker of the Israeli Prime Minister was 
asked to comment on this move, his response was that, Is¬ 
rael is negotiating with the Palestinians of the Occupied 
Territories, and the quarters from which they receive 
their instructions from is their own affair. Also ft has 
been confirmed by the Israeli Prime Minister's office, 
that Mr Rabin has authorized one of his ministers to meet 
Mr Nabeel Shaath, an advisor of Mr Arafat's in Cairo on 
Wednesday, last week. 

It is finally over, with the false pretences and prevarica¬ 
tions, the PLO is on the negotiating table. 

V The cat and mouse game between the American lead 
UN forces and Gen. Mohammad F Aidced continues nna- 
bated in Somalia. Mr Warren Christopher has declared 
that the aim of the US government is to arrest the fugitive 
general for the crimes committed against the P akistan i 
troops under the UN command, as well as for the murder 
of four American troops last week. Mr Mohammad AwaH 
an advisor of general Aideed has declared the general's 
intentions to negotiate with the Americans in order to 
rearii a peaceable solution to the war. However, the 
Americans do not see any solution to the crisis without 
the arrest of Gen. Aideed and stopping him from ever 
achieving any concentration of power in his hands in the 
future. It is questionable whether the US government can 
achieve the stability it desires in the area with the arrest 
of die fugitive general, for he is after all a leader of a 
movement rather than a military brigade commander. 
The National Alliance of Somalia, the movement headed 
by general Aideed vowed to continue the fight even if the 
general hims elf is arrested. In a country where the politi¬ 
cal-military structure has totally collapsed and tire con¬ 
cept of national identity has disappeared the only alterna¬ 
tive has been the organisation of local and regional 
chie ftains into tribal affiliated military forces. Adding to 
the problem of tribalism, the question of difference be¬ 
tween the north and the south of Somalia is characterised 
by linguistic and legislative variations (a relic of tire colo¬ 
nialist past) as well as in the style of bureaucratic man¬ 
agement. Hie transformation of the role of the UN troops 
in Somalia and that of the objectives of operation Restore 
Hope from a humanitarian effort to that of dedaring war 
on the armed g roups i nside th e country can o nly exacer¬ 
bate the problems rather than alleviate the burdens of 
starving Somalia. 


Central American 
states urge UN 
seat for Taiwan 


UNITED NATIONS — Seven Central American 
countries called on last Thursday for the admission 
of Taiwan to the United Nations and urged the set¬ 
ting up of a UN committee to study the issue. 

In a letter to Secretary-General Boutros-Ghali, they 
asked for the matter to be placed on the agenda of 
the annual General Assembly session opening on 
September 21,1993. 

In an accompanying memorandum, they said a 1971 
Assembly decision giving Beijing China's UN seat, 
until then held by the government in Taiwan, "was 
clearly over-simplistic and had adverse consequenc¬ 
es for the Republic of China in Taiwan to which the 
United Nations must now find a pragmatic solu¬ 
tion" in keeping with its Charter and the require¬ 
ments of International Law. 

The seven countries launching the initiative are: 
Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Hondu¬ 
ras, Nicaragua and Panama. 

"The Republic of China in Taiwan is a dynamic and 
progressive member of the international community 
and a peace-loving country," they said. 

They submitted a draft resolution for the General 
Assembly calling for the setting op of an ad hoc 
committee "to analyze comprehensively all aspects 
of the exceptional situation and make appropriate 
recommendations" to the Assembly's in 1994 ses¬ 
sion. 

In their memorandum, they said Taiwan is the 
world's 14th largest trading nation and its gross na¬ 
tional product the 20th largest. It has a per capita 
annual income of over $10,000 and foreign currency 
reserves of more than $80 billion, which they said is 
the yorld's second largest 

Recognition by the United Nations of the rights of 
"the Republic of China in Taiwan" would promote 
the final reunification of the Chinese nation into a 
single legal and political entity, they added. 

Before reunification could be acbfeved, Taiwan 
must secure international recognition oS its status 
"so that the interests of the 21 million Chinese in 
the territory under its jurisdiction can enjoy proper 
and effective representation." 

Citing the precedent of the former East and West 
Germany and of North and South Korea, which 
each became UN members, they said this "shows 
dearly that parallel membership of the United Na¬ 
tions neither prevents the reunification of a nation 
nor implies international support for its permanent 
division." 





































German citizens 
give their 
impressions of 
Jordan 


AS PART of a cultural ex¬ 
change? sponsored by the Hano¬ 
ver-based German-Jordanian 
Society, a small group of Ger¬ 
man citizens took a 14 da> ex¬ 
cursion to Iordan. 

The group of seven was ac¬ 
companied by Ursula Behring¬ 
er. member of the board of the 
German-Jordanian Society and a 
former teacher in Jordan. 


Behringer said every few 
years she arranges a trip to Jor¬ 
dan for small groups of people 
of any age who are willing to 
participate in a "cultural ex¬ 
change." 

This is the seventh group 
brought to Jordan since 1979, 
and coincides with the society's 
30th anniversary. 

During their stay, the troupe 



Rado Sintra* - force 
of character 

RADO HAS ' 
surprised the 
watch world 
in the past 
decades with 


watch mod¬ 
els such as 
the oval Dia- 
Star. the ana- 


shaped Dia 


tom’ and Ce¬ 
ramics’, 
which was 
distinguished 
with two in¬ 
ternationally 
recognised 
top design 
awards. ! 

Rado’s phi¬ 
losophy of 
combining a 
new attitude 
in product 
development 
and design 
with the con¬ 
stant quest 
for innova¬ 
tive techno¬ 
logical solu¬ 
tions has made it the trend-setter in avant-garde watch design. 

Today, the pioneering Swiss company introduces another mile¬ 
stone with the Rado ‘Sintra’, a watch made entirely from ceramics. 
With this world-wide first, Rado has succeeded in giving ultra-hard, 
high-tech ceramics a brilliant platinum-like lustre. 

Rado began already in the early SO's to use space flight-proven 
high-tech ceramics to manufacture innovative watches. Determining 
factors were the lightness, resistance and enduring beauty of this ma¬ 
terial of the future. But the natural attractiveness, the intense bril¬ 
liance. the smoothness and the extraordinary wearer-comfort play an 
important Fan. too. The new Rado ‘Sintra’ is also distinguished by a 
wearer-comfort that has to be experienced to be believed. With the 
irailblazing 'Sintra'. Rado proves yet again that its watches embody a 
successful synthesis of design and wearer-oriented function. The 
new Sintra' models are available in three different sizes and two dial 
variations. EE 



was boosed at Theodore 
Schndlar School in Marka, and 
visited several popular Jordanian 
sights including Petra, Aqaba, 
the Dead Sea and Wadi Rum. 

Also among the highlights of 
the trip was an overnight visit 
with a bedouin family in south¬ 
ern Jordan. 

The group had many impres¬ 
sions of Jordan. "We were sur¬ 
prised at how people accepted 
us," said Christian, 18. 'The 
people were very helpful and 


Agenda 


• Revenge of the Pink Panther will be featured at the British 
Council, Wednesday 25 August, at 7:00 pm. 

• The American Center will be showing fefefHm The LoveBug, 
Thursday, 19 August, at 6:00 pm. 

EXHIBITIONS 

• As part of the Jerusalem Festival, an exhibition featuring tradi¬ 
tional costumes will be on at the Abdul Hameed Shoman building 
and the RCC, Monday, 23 August. 

FESTIVAL 

• Activities of the Jerusalem Festival for Culture and Arts are still 
going on at the following places and times: 


Saturday 

21 August 

a seminar by Joulia Butruss en¬ 
titled The Committed Art of 
Singing. 

Tuesday 

24 August 

A seminar on Arts and Creativi¬ 
ty Issues at Abdul Hameed Sho¬ 
man building at 6:30 

Thursday 

19 August 

Julia Butruss 

Friday 

20 August 

Julia Butruss 

Thursday 

19 August 

Movie: Palestine, A Record Of 
A People 

Friday 

24 August 

Movie: The Armour Boutemkin 


Both movies will be shown at the Abdul Hameed Shoman Foun¬ 
dation building at 8:00 pm. 


& ■ 
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AC/DC 

Back In 
Black 


IN THE late sixties and early 
se\eniics. British Blues col¬ 
lided with Psychedelia, which 
produced an outcome of high 
energy, ear blistering rock 
music that was pioneered by 
rockers like the Australian 
band AC/DC. 

Released in 19S0, AC/DCs 
Back In Black is what made 
them happen us a force in this 
genre. It turned them from 
being a regular bar band into 
a globe trotting monster. It 
was also the first album with 
their rat that time) new vocal¬ 
ist Brian Johnson, who re¬ 
placed the original deceased 
vocalist. Bon Scott. 

The mosr interesting person 
in the band is the head- 
banging. lead-guitarist, An¬ 
gus Young. Most of the 
limes, he would appear in 


live concerts or videos wearing 
schoolboy noire, perform acts 
of indecent exposure and dance 
on stage, like a compressed 
spring, to the music. 

The opening song. Hell's 
Belb. begins with the ringing of 
a lone and scary bell, then the 
music begins to slowly build 
and the song reaches its final 
mold. Angus adds "personal 
notes" through playing a clear- 
cut solo, while Brian would be 
screaming the lyrics out. From 
beginning to end. Hell’s Bells 
maintains a gloomy feel an in¬ 
dicative mood of the entire al¬ 
bum. 

The best number on the al¬ 
bum is You Shook Me All Night 
Long. 1 think it would appeal to 
many people since it has an ex¬ 
tremely catchy guitar riff. The 
title track. Back In Black, is dif¬ 


ferent from other 
pieces since it has 
an intensive, fer¬ 
vent chorus. All 
of the songs on 
the album have 
simple drum 
beats, keeping the 
listener in motion 
with the music. 

This is AC/DC's 
best album, filled 
to the top with 
high voltage rhap¬ 
sody. If you like 
this album and re¬ 
quest further AC/ 
DC music, seek 
The Razor's Edge 
and Ant You 
Ready For A 
Good Time. ■ 


Amjad Abo] Huda 




Ministry of Tourism honors 
General Manger of Air 
France Group 


• The Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities represented by the 
Secretary General, Mr Nasrf 
Atallah, recently honored the 
outgoing General Manager of 
the Air France Group, in Am¬ 
man. Mr J.C Rouyer- This 
came in recognition of Mr 
Rooyer’s achievements >□ en¬ 
hancing touristic relations be¬ 
tween France and Jordan 
throughout his three-year term. 

The French Trade Commis¬ 
sioner of the French Embassy in 
Amman, Mr Michael Duger, 
also awarded Mr Rouyer the 
Medal of Foreign Trade, which 
is an award given out by the 
French Center for Foreign 
Trade. 


Before coming to AramazHn ■ 
1993; as General Manager Tor 
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq, 
Mr Rouyer had held the same 
post in Cairo (for-Egypt and Su¬ 
dan), in New- Delhi (for India, 
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lan¬ 
ka), anfetri Sydney (for Austra¬ 
lia and Southwestern Pacific). 

Before that; arid since joinings 
Air France in 1955, Mr Rouyer 
had assumed numerous adminis¬ 
trative and managerial posts in ‘ 
rhe Group. ’ 

Due to the reorganization of 
the Air France Group Delega¬ 
tion in the Near East Area, the 
successor of MrRocycr, Mr JL. ’ 
Fradin, will be the Regional 
Manager for Jordan and Iraq. 


have nothing against foreigners. 
We were always welcome. Peo¬ 
ple didn't shy away from us, 
they came to us.” 

Hans Hedden, a photogra¬ 
pher. said be couldn't take 
enough pictures of Jordan's 
beautiful landscape. 

Tm leaving with 40 rolls of 
film," he said. 

Nearing the end of their visit, 
all agreed: Jordan offered some¬ 
thing for evetyone, and they all 
hoped to return someday. ■ 



Swiss watch brand Omega 
cooperates on Russian 
space mission 

• ON 1 July, a Soviet Soyuz rocket blasted off from the Baiknur 
Space Centre in Kazakhs tan, carrying on board-thirty five Omega • 
Speedmaster gold wiistwatches. . . u 

During the next twelve months, the Omega chronographs will be 
subject to some very rigorous tests. Once bade to earth in July 1994, 
the watches will be tested for precision by the - Swiss Chronomette 
Testing Institute in La Cbaux-de Fonds. 

The first watch worn on the moon by Neil Armstrong in July - 
1969, the Speedmaster Professional, remains, the official wrist 
chronograph used on all space missions. 

Beginning 21 July, 1994, some, if riot all of these 35 wrist chronpr 
metres, will be offered for sale to mark the 25th anniversary erf - , 
man's first walk on the-moon. With this project. Omega celebrates; 
the most extraordinary success in the conquest of space and inaugu¬ 
rates time's advance into fee 21st century. 


Graduation party for 
employees of 
Forte Grand 



♦ ■ * * * 


• FOR THE safety and comfort of the guests at Forte Grand hotel 
Amman, and wife fee assistance arid supervision of fee Civil De¬ 
fense Department, a fire fighting and first aid comprehensive and 
training session was offered to same of the hotel's employees. 

The session lasted two weeks and included all departments of fee 
hotel. 

Certificates were distributed at a party held at fee hotel in fee at¬ 
tendance of Mr NawaT A1 Sulaibi, civil defence' manager, and Mr 
diaries Barker, general manager of fee hotel, and a few adminis¬ 
tration members. Further training sessions will be held in the future 
in accordance wife the Civil Defence Department 


ARIES (21 March- 
19 April): This is a 
work week for you. 

Don't fight it. Give it 
your full attention. If 
at all possible, run 
errands. 

TAURUS (20 
APRIL-20 MAY): 

Your energy should 
be stellar this week. 

Work with a partner 
and you'll quadruple 
your output. 

GEMINI (21 May- • 

21 June): Finish or 
throw out a bunch of 
stuff feat's cluttering 
your workspace. 

You'll really feel like 
getting out of town. 

CANCER (22 June- 

22 July): If there's 

anything you need to 
commit to memory, 
this is surely the _ . ' . 

week for it! It also will be great for making a commitment in ro¬ 
mance. . 

LEO (23 July-22 August): Focus on money. "Work bard for it, 
count it and then stash it away. A good time for selling a domestic 
item. . , . . - - 

VIRGO (23 August*22 September): You've got ah advantage 
this week, so use it! Soak up as much information as possible from 
a private source. 

LIBRA (23 September-23 October): Be very secretive about 
your money. Also consider ways to bring more of ft fn your pock¬ 
ets. It could be fun, if you get to work with afnend. 

SCORPIO (24 October-21 November): You're hot, so push hard 
in business and in romance. Don't gamble. Something feat looks 
too g ood to be true, is. • • 

SAGITTARIUS (22 November-21 December): Go along with 
what somebody else wants front you.-You'll save a lot of time and 
mental anguish. You may still have to follow and agenda, howev¬ 
er. ■ 

CAPRICORN (22 December-19 January): This is a fabulous 
week for setting long term goals, so do it. Also, consider a really 
outrageous option. Consult with a group ofyoor peers. 
AQUARIUS (20 January-18 February): Details will drive you 
crazy this week, unless you settle them down and give them top 
priority. Concentrate on topics of your source of power, or both. ■ 
PISCES (19 February-20 March): Ask for assistance this week 
from a person who helps you get organized. Yori ’can be .‘the one 
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good care of these JJHte fellows and hraybe 
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Supplement en fran^ais du Star 


La foire de la rentree 

# la reprise des cours approche. Pour tout trouver, des cuhiers chatoyants aux 
baskets a la mode, une seule adresse, jusqu'a la fin da mois: "he festival du monde 
de Venfant" dans les grandes saUes deposition, aprbs Vuniversite de Jordanie. 
Plasieurs dizcunes d’exposants s'y sont donnes rendez-vous dans une ambiance de 
kermesse. 

A Ventr&e, jeux ilectroniques et ballons attirent les plus jeunes. Ensuite, c'est une 
dibauche d’instruments educatifs (livres, jeux, regies magiquescreatifs et artis- 
tiques. Cheque jour,, une petite piece de thidtre estjouee dans Venceinte de la foire, 
avant la projection d'un film en plein air. 

Dans les aUees, des tortues ninjas et des mickeys en peluche grandeur nature cir- 
culent sous les cris de foie et de peur. Pour les ecoliers, les tentations sont partouL 
Et, il faut bien du stoicisme aux parents pour resister aux sirbnes commercudes... 



Rejugies 

L'optimisme gagne 
les Bosniaques 

* Le soleil brille sur I'avenir des quatre-cents refugees musulmans de Bosnie, a Amman, 
depuis deux mois. Formation pour les uns, emploi pour d 1 autres. Le cauchemar est fini. 


"CEST FANTASTIQUE!", 
s’cxclame la blonde Igda tout 
sourire. "Je vais devenir bdtesse 
de l’air sur la Royal Jordanian. 
Avec un salaire de 1000 $ par 
mois!". Juste deux mois aprfes 
son arriv6e ft Amman, le rSve 
(Tune nouveUe vie se concretise 
pour cette jeune femme de 28 
ans. Le cauchemar est rest£e 
derrtere elle, dans l'ex- 
Yougoslavic (voir Le Jourdain 
du24juin). 

Son succfcs, Igda le doit ft sa 
persfivfirance et ft son optimisme 
forcenfi. Dfcs son arrivfie, elle 
s’fitait distingufie par sa joie de 
vivre et ses projets. Elle ftait la 
seule k envisager concr&tement 
I'avenir et, atont indfeiiable, k 
parier anglais. "Si je n'avais pas 
&£ si active, je n'aurais jamais 
d£croch£ d'emploi. Mais, il me 
teste maintenant k faire mes 
pteuves", reconnalt Igda. La par- 
tie n'est pas encore gagn£e. 
Aprfes des tests ntedicaux, elle 
aura deux mois de formation- ft'- 
nSussir avant d'endosser 
l'uniforme de RJ. Mais, elle y 
crott trfes fort. 

En deux mois. I'atmospb&re a 
bien chang£ dans l'£cole dXJm 
Utheina, k Jebel Joffeh, devenue 
le centre dltebergement des 402 
r£fugi£s bosniaques musulmans. 
En ce d£but d’aprfes-midi. les en- 
fents en ftge scolaire ont ctejft d£- 
serte les lieux pour suivre des 
cours dans une £co!e voisinr. 
Dans la cour, un car s'apprSte & 
emmener une vingtaine 
dThommes pour suivre une for¬ 
mation de menuisier. Ici et lft, 
on remarque des femmes coudre 
des napperons ou vaquer aux 




Plusieurs femmes perfectionnent lews talents 
couturieres en espirantpouvoir vendre lews travaux. 


tfiches domesriques. Chacun 
semble avoir trouver ses 
marques. 

Les b£n£vo)es de 
]'Organisation hachfrnite de 
charity, pr€ad£e par le prince 
Hassan, assistent les r£fugi& au 
jour le jour dans leur nouvelle 
vie. "Nous rfipondoas k leur 
moindre demande. Nous leur 
foumissons des vStements, des 


ebaussures, un paquet de cigar¬ 
ettes par jour...etc... S'Hs veulent 
somr en ville. nous les accoro- 
pagnons et nous leur donnons un 
peu d'argent de poche, ebaque 
mois", explique Mohamed Abou 
Saif, directeur du centre. 

Le d6fi principal reste de leur 
trouver un emploi malgnS 
I'obstacle de la langue. Pratique- 
ment aucun ne parle encore 


Banque 


arabe. Selon 1'oiganisation, une 
quinzaine travaille d£jk et cin- 
quante hommes apprennent la 
m£canique et les rodders du 
bois. Plusieurs femmes ont aussi 
choisi de perfectionner leurs tal¬ 
ents de couturiftre. "Par la suite, 
on peut envisager de leur ouvrir 
une petite £cboppe pour qu'elles 

' puLssent vendre leurs travaux". 
assure Mohamed Abou Saif. 

Pour les plus jeunes, I'objectif 
est de leur faire reprendre le 
cours normal de leurs dtudes. 
"Certains ont ddjk pris une ou 
deux anndes de retard ft cause de 
la guerre. Il est ndeessaire de les 
remettre ft niveau et de leur don- 
ner des cours identiques au cur- 
sus normal des petits bosni¬ 
aques", explique Zahid, un des 
professeurs. 

Evidemment, l'enseignement 
se fait en serbo-croate. SeuI 
changement i'appreatissage de 
1'arabe, en plus des matteres 

Tpan^ .forgahi^^V reattoTrles' 
professeurs ^j&nab'sds pour 
chaque discipline dans la com- 
munaute bosniaque rfistdant ddjft 
dans le Royaume. En cas de re¬ 
tour en Bosnie, les sieves pour- 
ront ainsi retoumer ft l'dcole sans 
avoir de handicap. 

L'universitfi va aussi accueillir 
des jeunes bosniaques pour des 
cours d'arabe et d'anglais. La 
belle-sceur dlgda, Yasmina, est 
sur les listes- Infirmifere de for¬ 
mation, elle a rencontre le direc¬ 
teur d'une Clinique priv£e prSt ft 
l'employer rapidemenL Seul ob¬ 
stacle: son anglais encore chao- 
tique. Aprfes un mois de cours ft 
I'universitc, Yasmina compte 


bien profiler de cette opportuni¬ 
ty de travail. 

"L’aide des Jordaniens est ex¬ 
traordinaire", affirment en cceur 
les deux jeunes femmes. "Dans 
notre qufite d'un emploi, tout le 
monde nous a donn£ un coup de 
main. Les b£n£voles de 
l'organisation, mais aussi tous 
les Jordan:ens que nous avons 
rencontnS". Par chance, elles ont 
aussi retrouvy une famille origi- 
naire de leur ville, Mostar, emi 
gnSe en Jordanie depuis 120 ans. 
"Nos deux families £ talent trfts 
proches dans le paste. Alois, ils 
nous ont aussi beaucoup aid£", 
ajoute Igda. 

Bahia, jeune rescapde des 
camps de detention serbes, ne 
partage pas I'enthousiasme de 
ses deux amies. "Je m'ennuie", 
dit-elle d'un souffle. "Je ne fait 
rien". Bahia passe ses joum£es 
entre la salle de t£l£vision et sa 
petite chambre. Trap Sgfie pour 
suiyre^es qours de l'ifcojo, qpp. 
fragile pour se lancer dans 
llnconnu du monde du travail, 
elle n'a mfime pas cherchd ft ap- 
prendre 1'arabe depuis son arri- 
v£e dans le pays. Le contrast® 
avec Igda est saisissant 

La timide jeune fille n'est pas 
la seule ft se complain; dans la 
passivitd. Devant le poste de tel¬ 
evision, il y a toujours quelques 
dizaines de personnes pour re- 
garder un film vid£o. Un peu 
plus loin, d’autres trompent 
l'ennui en jouant aux cartes. Ces 
refuses semblent toujours en 
transit L'acc lira atari on ft une 
noirvelle vie n'est pas si facile. 

Sur les murs des couloirs sont 
apparues des femlles photoco- 


Le capitalisme 
en culottes courtes 

¥ a Hnndno Hank ouvre une succursale speciale junior, a Shmeisani. Une initiation a la finance et a 
L 8 l'epargne Hans un decor de bandes dessinees. 


ICI, LE sol est muhicolore, les 
meubles liliputiens. les cheques 
frapp£s d'un arc en cieL.. Dans 
un coin, une calculauice et un 
compeeur de billets trahissent 
pourtant la veritable fonedon du 
lieu. Nous sommes bien dans 
une banque, mais uniquement 
destm£e ft une clientele junior. 
En plein ctsur de Shmeisani, la 
Housing Bank vient d'ouvrir une 
succursale pour enfents. 
w Cest avec papa et maman que 
" les clients en culottes courtes 
vienrant ouvrir leur pnopre 
compte. Les fonnulaires ressem- 
blent ft des bandes dessin£es, 
mais au moment de conclure, 
c'est un des parents qui doit 
signer. Assis sur des petits ta¬ 
bourets bleus, les enfents ycou- 
tent avec s&ieux les explica¬ 
tions. Compte courant ou 
compte 6pargne? H feut choisir. 

Au lendemain de son inaugu¬ 
ration P 31 " * a Noor, la 
banque a enregistre 

I'ouverture de 250 comptes. La 
mine. elle.m€me. a songf & 
I'avenir de ses deux nlles, les 
princesses Raya et I man. en 
placant 50 DJ sur leur rompte. 
^ A la direction de la Housing 
*Bank, on explique cette inina- 


i egargne nans un aecor ae oanaes aessmees. 

dve. unique 
au Moyeu- 
Orient, par 
sa voionty 
"rfinelure la 
culture de 
banque (?) 
dans les 
thfcmes de la 
culture g6n&- 
rale pour en¬ 
fents dans le 
but de cr6er 
une g6n Ora¬ 
tion avertie 
des exigenc¬ 
es de la vie 
modeme". 

Cette suc¬ 
cursale 6tonh 
nante est si- 
tu£e ft 
proximity du 
centre cultu¬ 
re! le de la 

Sayaf^Entre Attentifs, les mini-clients icoutent les explications de leur chargie de 
un tour ft la compte avant de recevoir une pochette de stylos fantaisie. 

^ »n?2flnce mani&re de leur montrer les me- A rouverture de leur compte, 

2.rSatra. les enfants pourront tiers de la banque et de leur ex- les mini-cliems re^oivem en ca¬ 
ne tncdue, _ . Aa niimirr sain fonctionnememt". deau une trousse de stylos fan¬ 

taisie. Quatre fois par an, une 
loterie leur sera r€servye avec 



ainsi dypaser leur' argent de 
poche avant de le dypenser en 
£mfiseries. "C'est aussi une 


pliquer son fonctionnement",. 
ajoute Rawdah Dahleh. compta- 
ble. 


des prix en monnaie sonnante et 
tr£buchante. Mais, pour dypens¬ 
er le gros lot. sans autorisadon 
parentale, ils devront aliendre la 
date fatidique de leurs dix-huit 
ans... 

"Je viens apprendre ft faire des 
economies", "Je met de 1’argent 
de efite pour mon avenir", expli- 
quent avec fiert£ les enfants, 
comme pour nSciter une le^on 
bien apprise. Plus pratique, un 
jeune gar^on explique: "Je 
prtff&re savoir mon argent en 
sflnety ft la banque, car lorsque je 
le met dans ma poche, je le 
penis toujours...". 

Dans cet uni vers couleur bon¬ 
bon, pas de sas de sdcurity ni de 
vines pare-balles. Les responsa- 
bles n'envisagent pas de voir 
aussi d£barquer dans leur suc¬ 
cursale des gangsters prf- 
pubfares. Pounant, quel d£cof 
pour jouer aux gendarmes et aux 
voleurs! 

Sous le vemis p&iagogique et 
yducatif, la Housing Bank feit 
surement aussi une excellent® 
opyration en fidyiisant dfes le 
berceau ses clients... ■ 



L 'avenir sourit a Igda et Yasmina. L'une esp&re devenir 
hotesse de Vcdr et Vautre infimuere dans une c&tique privee. 


pi£es rappelant les prinripes de 
base de llslam: "Comment faire 
sa pri&re en huit figures illus- 
trfies", "Comment faire sa toi- 
•ilette rituelle'v' s’.'Les -dix-sept^ 
commandements du Coran”. 
"Les Jordaniens sont beaucoup 
plus p rati quants que nous ne 
I'ytions en Bosnie", reconnait 
Igda. "Avec ce nouvel envi- 
ronnement, les gens deviennent 
plus religieux". Voiiye des pieds 
ft la tfite, une jeune fille de seize 
ans appr£cie particulifcrement ce 
changement: "Ici, je peux 
mlfiabiller comme je le souhaite. 
A Zagreb, je ne pouvais pas 
porter le voile islamique sans 
fetre persycutee". 

Aujourd'hui, le grand point 
d'intetTOgation pour les ryfiigiys 
est leur prochain lieu de resi¬ 
dence. "Il est impossible de 
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raster dans ce bftriment cet hiver 
car il n' y a pas de chauffage", 
explique Mohamed Abou Saif. 
"Nous cherchons actuellement 
un nouveau lieu pour loger ces 
families". Maisons individuelles 
ou immeuble communaucaire? 
Mysfere. Des rumeurs parienl 
d'un batiment neuf pres du hui- 
ti&me cercle... 

"Meme si je gagne assez 
d'argent pour prendre un ap- 
panement en ville, je pnSifere 
raster avec les autres families", 
affirme Igda sans hysitation. 
Solidaire. la jeune femme sail 
aussi que son dynamisme et son 
optimisme peuvent aider ses 
compalriotes. "Maintenant, ce 
sont tous devenus des amis", 
conclue-t-elle. ■ 

Florent Chevolleau 


Tribune libre 


Jordanie 


Express 


ELECTIONS - Le roi 
Hussein a adopte. mardi, 
un amendement tempo- 
raire modifiant profonde- 
ment la loi elcctorale pour 
les elections legislatives du 
8 novembre prochain. Le 
scrutin dc liste est aban- 
donne en Favcur d'un 
scrutin uninominal. Les 
clecteurs votcronl ainsi 
pour un seul candidat 
dons chaquc circoascrip¬ 
tion, au lieu d'apposer dif- 
ferents noms sur leur bul¬ 
letin de vote. 

Ce principc du "one- 
person, one-vote" est 
severement critique par 
seize partis politiques sur 
vingt Les opposants 
comptent contester ia va¬ 
lidity de cet amendement 
en justice et decider d'un 
eventuel boycott des elec¬ 
tions. 

Selon les observateurs, le 
Front d'action islamique 
(ex-Freres musulmans) 
serait le grand perdant de 
ce changement de scrutin. 
Le roi Hussein a precise 
que cette modification ct- 
ait "une necessity constitu- 
tionneUe" et n'etait diri- 
gee contre aucun groupe 
en partkulier. Il a appelc 
le Front d'action isla¬ 
mique a assumer ses "re- 
sponsabilites historiques" 
en jouant le jeu dc la de¬ 
mocratic. "Ne renoncez 
pas a I'exercice de votre 
droit de vote", a solcn- 
nellement demande le sou- 
verain hacheraite. 

RE NT REE - Le Centre 
cultural franca is ouvrira 
de nouveau ses portes a 
partir du dimauche 22 
aout Les cours de langue 
ne reprendront qu'a par¬ 
tir du 4 septembre. 




Le declin du 


frangais a l'ecole 

i Frofesseur a Amman, Sana' Minkara tire la sonnette d'alarme sur 1'etat 
; -'de renseignement du firangais en Jordanie. Reflexions et propositilons. 

; ! ^QUAND ON acquiert une nouveUe langue. on poss£dera une autre p«sonne". dit I'anrien die ton. 
'-.' C’eSt dJT^ qqe la'langue est la cl£ qui ouvre tous les horizons d'une culture, d'une historic, d'une phi- 
"’{OSbpbfe, d'iihe vie ft pratiquer. Et la langue franyaise est une langue intemalionale, une des plus 
. efifebres. Bile ieflftte lliistoire d'une grande civilisation. 

La FraiK» renoue des relations trfes Stroites avec ce pays et .sa langue est le moyen de 1‘entente 
•• industrielle, politique... Regardoos de phis pifts la situation du fran^ais en Jordanie. 

'.Malgffi les activity du Centre cnlturel frangais qui attirent beaucoup d'ytudiants de tous les oi- 
vpaux, on : voit nil certain recul de la langue dans les Scoles. A trois niveaux. D'abord, la direction, 

. qiii cons&Sre le frftngais comme un prestige, un suppiyment, une matte re extra, mais qui ne compte 
«as dans la reussite au baccalaur£aL 

■j»p.UIUO __ _ /h, MmI m. /PA _: 


^pas lafigue-'. Ainsi, un bon professear, qui possftde v6ritablement la langue fran^aise et ses m£- 
v'Sdes, Jie sera pas particuliSrement apprtciy, ni mieux pay6 que son colltgue parasite. D'oiJ un cer¬ 
tain dficouragem ent— ... 

Le tieuxiftme pilier de la langue est le moyen de transmission des connaissances: le professeur. 
Beaucoup sont incapabtes de donner la raatiere par ses m£canismes, le reflet de la culture qu'elle re- 
' rafeente Albre, oii dh que le frangais est "difficile", "incompryherisible". "illisible'*...Piais, “impor¬ 
tant". Et pour ftanchir cette difficulty, il feut prendre des lemons particuliftres. On donne ainsi, chose 
- incrbyable, des le^ns aux £teves dc premiere classe elemcnteire! 

"Ni les parents qui dyboursent, ni la direction qui paie, ni l'fiteve qui gagne peu, ne rcmanjuem 


:' '£nfin?lc troisiftme ytemenu Cest le r6cepteun reteve et ses parents. Dfts son enfance, l’61&ve est 
’ dans une ambiance qui n£pcte: "Je ne sais pas le frangais", "Cest difficile", "Ce n’est pas mon af- 
■feire' , "C'«t une matifere non notes'. "Qa. nlnflue pas sur ton b«:", "Je parlerais avec la direction 
' oour he pas assister ft ce cours", "Je chercherais quelqu'un pour faider"- Done, cette jeune victimc 
•St hanteepar le fiftngais, ce qui I’empSche de voir les femes du professeur et le laxisme de la direc- 
tion. Alors.'il se ptonge dans les floes de 1'ignorance. . _ . 

Amdliorcr cette situation pnSoccupante doit etre une [monte. Poarquoi ne pas organiser un col- 
lodue rtunissant les diffyrcntes instances eu charge de l'enseignement du frangais? A cette occasion, 
-chadne university et ftablissement scolaire pourra soumettre des propositions concretes pour am£li- 
l'enseignement de la langue. II faudra dygager, enfin, des entires s&ieux pour identifier les 
' hbos mofesseure et trouver des solutions pour onenter les autres. 

Alms, messieurs les directears, que pensez-vous de prendre les ctes pour ouvrir les horizons de la 

culture frangaise? H 

Sana 1 Minkara 
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Soccer star Jamie 

hows a striking flair for 
i designer-inspired style 



WWEEtEvee 

'-MKEtE 
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AS PLAYERS get into gear for 
the stah of the soccer season on 
Saturday, one of the sport's 
brightest stars is sweeping up in 
the fashion stakes. 

Hunky Jamie Redknapp, 20, 
shows the same winning style 




with clothes as he does on the 
field as a midfield player for 
Liverpool. Jamie has been kick¬ 
ing a football since he was able 
to walk and always wanted to be 


a professional soccer player. 

He has been at Liverpool for 
two and a half years and loves 
everything about his lifestyle. 
"Liverpool are the best, it is an 
honour to play for them," says 
Jamie. He has always been keen 
on fashion — and it runs in die 
family. Older brother Mark is a 
professional model. 

"He used to wear clothes I 
swore Td never touch. And then 
three months later I would be 
wearing them," says Jamie, 
whose father Hany, played for 
West Ham. 

Jamie's favourite designer's In¬ 
clude Nicole Farhi, Paul Smith 
and Ralph Lauren. He steers 
clear of suites, preferring baggy 
shirts, pants and loose-knitted 
waistcoats. 

As he loves casual outfits, be 



is pictured here wearing fash¬ 
ions of his designer and some 
great designs from the new au- 
tumn/wioter mens wear collec¬ 
tion. ■ 


Qatar's Asian qualifying round 
from October 15-28 


THOUSANDS of soccer fans 
and more than 500 journalists 
will invade Qatar to attend the 
final Asian qualifying round of 
die 1994 World Cup finals. 

Two of the six teams partici¬ 
pating in the round will go 
through to the finals. Iraq. Sau¬ 
di Arabia. Iran, North and 
South Korea and Japan will be¬ 
gin their hardest march towards 
their US dream. 


FIFA is hoping that the atten¬ 
tion of the round that will run 
from October 15-28 will focus 
on the action and not on the po¬ 
litical implications of the event, 
which pitches Iraq against for¬ 
mer war enemy Iran as well 
Saudi Arabia, which hosted the 
coalition forces for Operation 
Desert Storm. 

Thousands of Saudi Arabian 
spectators will be able to make 


their daily trips across the bor¬ 
der, and 4,000 Japanese fans 
will escort their national team 
with another couple of thou¬ 
sand from Iran and North and 
South Korea. 

Iraqi fans may face difficul¬ 
ties to accompany their nation¬ 
al team, but the Iraqi team will 
find thousands of Arab specta¬ 
tors to stand behind them. ■ 


medals for Van Almsick 


THE GERMAN Olympic Silver 
medallist in Barcelona, Franzis- 
ka Van Almsick snatched her 
sixth gold medal of the Europe¬ 
an Swimming Championships 
by leadine qualifiers for the 
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women's 200 meters freestyle fi¬ 
nal last week. 

The 15-year-old Berliner did 
not need to exert herself unduly, 
doing just enough to show she 




was in charge after collecting 
her first two gold medals in ma¬ 
jor senior championships in 100 
meters freestyle and 4x200 free¬ 
style relay. ■ 


w Our national equestrian 
team returned home after 
participating in the eques¬ 
trian championship which is 
held as pan of the Love and 
Peace Festival. Our national 
team led by Her Royal 
Highness Princess Haya 
Bint A1 Hussein competed 
against the national teams 
of Egypt, Greece, Lebanon, 
Qatar and Syria. 

Jordan's Olympic Com¬ 
mittee named Dr Moham¬ 
mad Khair Mamsar for the 
Arab Olympic Award that 
w£U be granted in a celebra¬ 
tion to be held in Cairo in 
December 1993. 

The Jordanian boxer Ta- 


Zamalek 

crowns 

Arab 

volleyball 



r :fc * l 




• Zamalek Sporting Chib were 
playing host to the 12th Arab 
Volleyball Championship. 
Twelve teams competed in two 
groups. Group A consisted of AI 
Mehxiek from Bahrain, Al Sha- 
Lebanon, AJM&gana 
kAl Riyadh ^ Al¬ 
geria, Ahli El Hudayeda from 
Yemeo and Zamalek. Group B 
consisted of Al Hussein from 
Jordan, Al Ein from the UAE, 
Al Ryan from Qatar, Kazma 
from Kuwait, AhE Gada from 
Saudi Arabia and Egypt Air. 

As hosts, Zamalek had the 
privilege of choosing their op¬ 
ponents for the first match and 
nominated the Algerian team Al 
Riyadh, one of the strongest 
teams in the competition. There 
were good reasons behind the 
decision. Apart from exciting 
the crowds with the prospect of 
the match, Zamalek’s Ahmad 
Fathi explained that the team 
were on good form after an in¬ 
tensive training camp in Bulgar¬ 
ia and that beating Al Riyadh 
would give them a psychologi¬ 
cal advantage for the rest of the 
tournament The gamble paid 
off as Zamalek beat AJ Riyadh 
and went on to win in group A. 
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MAGICWORD 

HOW TO PLAY: Rend tho Hat ol words. Look at tho puzzls. 
YouH find Ans words In ail directions — horizontally, verti¬ 
cally. diagonally, backwards. Draw a circle around each tel¬ 
ler ol a word found In the puzzle, then strike tt off the K*l 
C ircling It wtU show a letter has been used but wffl leave It 
visible should R also form part of another word. Rnd the Mg 
wonts HrsL When letters of aN Hated words ere circled, you'll 
have the given number ol letters left over. They'D apetf out 
your MAGICWORD. 

THE BIG BAND ERA (SoL: 8 letters) 
A-Arranger; B-Basie, Bass, Brass; C-Clarinet, 
Create; D-Dance Hall, Dorsey, Drums; E-Elling¬ 
ton, Ensemble; G-Goodman, Guitar H-Harmo- 
ny, Hits; I-in The Mood; K-Krupa; L-Large; M- 
Miller, Movies, Musicians; P-Perfonu, Phrase, 
Piano, Play, Popular, Powerful; R-Rsdio; S- 
Saxophone, Section, Soloist, Songs, Sound, 
Swing; T-Tension, Tour, Trumpet, Tunes; V- 
Variety, Vocalist 


This Week’s Answer: BALLROOM 

0993. Tittun* Mad* Swvtws 


LLHARMONYTEI RAV 
CREATENOHPOXAS 0 
RPNDOOMEHTNI OOC 
AHODSGNOSEIVOMA 
TRI NABENSEMBLEL 
I A T U MD ANCEHALLI 
USCORI S S ABGNI WS 
GEES CELLINGTONT 
OASILGTLYESRODR 
OPSDAREPERFORMU 
DUARRANGERSTIHM 
MRRUI LSLUFREWOP 
AKBMNPI A NO I DARE 
NBMS EPOPULARUOT 
YALPTUNES OLOI ST 


□q Rabab'a became the 
star of the German press 
after his remarkable 
deeds in the ring as a 
player and coach. Tariq, 
onr champion for years, 
is also Jordan's hopeful in 
Arab and international 
tournaments. As a coach, 
he led Haul Ozden to be 
the World Champion of 
the games played in Thai¬ 
land. 

Mr Our na tional frqprihall 

team came second after 
tibe Iraqi national team in 
the Fifth Saddam Interna¬ 
tional Championship. 

The team result was the best in «- Three of our national clubs, 
our sporting history. Al Jazeexah, Al Orthodoxi, and 




Amman will host the Arab 
Clubs Tennis Championship 
that will take place here in Am¬ 
man next month. .. 

The Jordan'S Tae Kwon Da 


Federation discussed^ Qtrr 
participation in foe World 
Championship due ®. be 
held in the United States. 


Lentini suffers serious injuries in 
crash, but doctors hopeful | 


THE MOST expensive player in 
the world, Italian soccer interna¬ 
tional, Gianluigi Lentim's suf¬ 
fered serious head injuries in a 
car crash last week but doctors 
were optimistic he would be 
able to resume his career. 

"He is slowly coming round 
and recognized his father and 
some friends when they visited 
him." said Carmelo del Guidice, 
medical director at the Turin 
Hospital where the AC Milan 
player is being treated. 

"There should be nothing to 
prevent him from returning to 
soccer but please don't ask me 
when," Del Guidice told the re¬ 
porters. 

Lentini, a winger who joined 
Milan from Torino for some S16 
mil li on last year was injured 
when the Porsche he was driv¬ 
ing went off foe road near the 
small town of Villafranca d'Asti, 
just east of Turin. 

The car ended up in a (fitch 
and burst into flames. Lentini 
was found on the road by a pass¬ 
ing lorry driver who took him to 
hospital in nearby Asti before he 
was teansfeererisoiThrin. » 

.."Our "hdarts^ire 


slayer in he will recover quickly and be 
interna- able to play again." 
si's suf- The accident happened as Len- 

aes in a rini was on his way to spend two 
doctors days at a house he owns near Tu- 
oiifd be on. 

Viewed as Italy's best young 
g round attacking talent, Lentim's trans¬ 
fer and fer to Milan last year caused np- 
f visited roar in Turin where fens wanton 
Guidice, foe rampage for several nights to 
e Turin protest against his departure. He 
Z Milan came to prominence daring Tori¬ 

no’s run to foe 1992 UEFA Cup 
Thing to foul* in which they were beaten 
ming to by Ajax Amsterdam, 
ask me His first season at Milan, in 
1 the re- which he came under intense 

media scrutiny, was only a mod- 
o joined erate success, yielding seven 
ame $16 goals in 31 league matches, 
injured Critics wondered whether Len- 

ras driv- dm had foe right attitude and 
near the much was made of foe time he 
a d'Asti, was believed to be spending 
commuting to see his friends and 
a (fitch fenlily in Turin. ■ 

Lentini Capped 12 times by Italy, Ms 
f a pass- mixed performances cost Mm a 
k Mm to regular place in foe national side 
lefore he last season. But national coach 
*■—- —■■ - Arri g c r ■ Sacehr-haa made clKur 

one of pts 


mouths," said Milan President 
Silvio Beriuscani. "Z send my 
best wishes to Lentini and hope 
that with his strong constitution 


Scrambled Word 


Unscramble these four words, 
one letter to each square, to f You 1 re in groat 
form fonr ordinary words. r"~ i 


ANCOP 



Bridge 


By Transit Hirsdi 
Too Many Good Cards 
Both vulnerable. South deals. one red quo 
• NORTH would mean i 

• Void good play. 

9K843 Souxtiwon 

0 A 10 0 3 dummy andc: 

_ *A9843 A dab niff a 

WEST EAST danecLwiih & 


WEST EAST 

*97 *QJ1< 

‘yQTS 

0QJ72 085 

♦ KQJ100 2 * 5 
SOUTH 
*AK82 
3AJ1092 
0 K 94 
*7 

The bidding: 

So nth West North East 
2 * 20 
3 0 Pam 4 NT 
5 9 Esss 79 
Pass Pass . 

Opening lead: King of * 


Sooth deals. one red queen in dedans's hand; 
3 would mean ihai the grand slam bad 

good play. 

13 Socih won the opening dub lead m 

3 3 dummy and cashed the king of tnimas. 

143 AdnbnrffconfinncdthaiWeschad 

BAST startetLwiih six clubs, so he chose to' 

*QJ106543 pigy Um for heart shortness- After 

^ Q 7 5 • trumping two spades around a dub 

0 85 mg, declarer opted foe a' ltean .fi- 

*5 nesse. When that won, he Kill had to 

a hope that West held the queen jack of . 

S 2 di-amonds, or arty four cards in the 

LO 9 2 suit, along wUh bis dobs. . 

1 Declarer cashed his Ease Cncnp and 

the two -high spades, reducing all 
hands to four cards. In hand be held 
North Beat ^ k- 9^- of diamonds and dummy 

2 0 Pane was reduced to die A-6 in .diamonds 

4 NT Pass and the rune of clubs. West found, toe 

7 p PShm . pressure mare man he oouJd bear. 

. Since be M » 4 club w guard 

ingof* ngalma fftfeiabte's niM: be was forced 


'. Some people are never satisfied. » bare his Q-l of diamooda. When 
They ctsnplain when they don't hold those cards fcil under the ace sad 
csrds.ihen carp again when they have king, declarer's nine of diamonds 
afewhighcards andit uinisoctftobe became the fhlfiUing trick, 
at least one too many. Such was the Observe that West had just cause 
case with West On (his hand. fix grievance. If he had been a bit 

North-South were trailing in a stronger. Le- if he held the guarded' 
Swiss team match, and (hat accounts queen of beans, the contract might 
in pan for North's decision to bid the have faded. And that also would hare 
grand slam in hearts. Not that it was been the case had he been weaker, 
all ihai bad an action —South was had East held one of hia diarnond 
certain to be short in dobs and even honors. "V 

B IfU, Tiflm M>dn SanfeB 



key men if, as expected, Italy 
reaches foe 1994 Worid Cup fi¬ 
nals in the United States. The 
winger is the second member of 


the national squad ■injrnld' in V;* Collarbone in an 
car crash in recent months. Porsche in May. 

Sampdoria goalkeeper GianM- peeled to return 
ca Pagtiuca missed foe. end of the new season 
last season after^breaking his . gust 29. ■ 


aedderti in ns 


Pagliuca is^ex- 
to action when 
begins on Au- 


aaafflMi 


. ACROSS . 
i Ting® ; 

6 Serpents 
IQ Eject, as •••’ 

' a geyser 

14 Oaugbterot 
King tear 

15 Map of a “ 
budding ' 

. site 

IS Story - 
1? One*strue 
sell 

ia Adventure ’ - 
tale 

19 React to ' 

* yeast • 

20 Twofold 1 

23 Sneaky. • 

24 Vivid Hgbt 

25 Owns 
ZSHence 

31 Gesture ; = 

35 Termite 

36 -Thinks 

38 Puriotned. 

39 Tetter of :> : 

• tales v : 
41 Blows to ; 

the chops T 
43 Table cT— ■ 


44 Earthenware 
. , vessels 
4B Fine- : 
-grained .. . 
rock 

48 Blue: 

49 Oozed 

51 Wise — owl 

52 Soundaof . 
hesitation 

53 War god 
SS New Deal 

letters 

57 Hawthorne ' 
j book " 

64 Branches 
..65 Small case . 
66 Breathing 
organs for 
fish 

68 Entranceway 

®wwn 

’battle site 

70 J^cdalnv 

71 Ukefira 
‘72^0rgahbed 
..travel 

-73 Sordid. : 

DOWN 

1 Song 
. syllable 


2 Wrest 

3 Exchange 
fee 

4 French 
author 

5 Made It 
possible 

6 Church 
part 

7 Bacon unit 

8 Heathen 

9 Gazes 
tbcecBy 

10 Power 

11 Bocfcirt 

12 Otherwise 

13 Unwanted 
plant 

21 Medieval 

' Instruments 

22 Kings: Fr. 

25 Angelic 
symbols 

26 Like an old - 
woman.. 

.27 Fusty; /'• - 

29 Sets 1 

30 City on foe 
Missouri 

32 Loop 

33 Place of 
sacrifice 


34 EngJiati 
. city 

37 Health v_ 
resorts - 
40 Predatory’ 
quality-*•••• 

42 Bias 
4S Wateriesa 
47 Infuriates 
50 Abhor ‘ 

54 — voce r 

56 Linda Lavki 
show 

57 Snare 

58 Mideast r :~ 

fl««y r. 

59 M —the rw. 
Mood for ; 
Love" 

SO Sometttkig 
rernsritaUe 

61 CoutuHar% 

62 Fllzoma kl-y" 

63 Hit hard 1 -; 1 : 


01933 Tit&uM M ate Sarvicsi, Inc. 
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Royal Cultural Centre „ 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 82010! 

British CounciL-636147/8 

French Cultural Centre.637009 

Goethe Institute_641993 

Russian Cultural Centre.. 641158 
Spanish Cultural Centre.. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre-. 639777 

Haya Arts Centre,_665195 

Hussein Youth City._667181/5 

Y.W.CA- 641793 

Y.WJVLA._ 664251 


S* f TO :»V'vT;>-V ,«■ /"*>;■;—" 


Algerian- 641271/2 

Australian... 673246/7 

Austrian Embassy._644635 

Bahrain.__ 664148/9 

Belgian ...„- 675683 

Bulgarian....-.—_818151 

Canadian -__666124 

Chilean._. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.— 677559 

Czechoslovakian _665105 

Danish Consulate Gen —- 603703 

Furnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French-641273/4 

German —- 689351 

Greek---671331/2 

Hungarian._815614 

Indian.___637262 

Indonesian__-828911 

Iraqi-:- 639331 

Italian.....638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland-... 625632 

Consulate of Iceland_698851 

Consulate of Sir Lanka —645312 

Japanese_672486/7 

Kuwaiti- 675135/8 

Libyan..:-,_ 693101/3 

Lebanese _ 641381 

Moroccan- 641451 

Netherlands_637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean _666349 - 

Norwegian Consulate..827926 

Omani-686155 

Pakistani_622787 

Palestine..677517 

People's Rep. of China._666139 

Phillipines_ 645161 

Polish-- 637153 

Qatari _“._682666 

Romanian_.667738 

Russian _ 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

South Korean_660745/6 

Spanish _614166/9 

Sudanese._ 644251/2 

Swedish_669177/9 

Swiss...686416/7 

Syrian__ 641076 

Taiwan—.. 671530 

Tunisian_ 674307/8 

Turkish _641251 

U-AJ1_643347/643341 

United Kingdom.-823100 

United States of America-820101 

Yemen.-- 642381 

EEC Delegation_ 668191 

ESCWA _ .694351/8 . 

ICBC_688645 

ijNDP/WFP_668171/7 1 

UNRWA._:- 669194/8 

UNICEF._629571 

UNESCO.—;_.....606559 


Nabfl A! M ashfoi Theatre-675571 
Nabil & Hisham 's Theatre.625155 

Concord _ 677420 

Plaza- 699238 

Philadelphia_634144 

Sports Clnbs 

A! Hussein Sports City_667181 

Orthodox dub._ 810491 

Royal Automobile dub-. 815410 

Royal Shooting Club-_ 736572 

Royal Chess dnb._ 673713 


Dairy 


The Prime Ministiy/TeL 641211 

Foreign Affairs TeL 644361 

Interior Ministry TeL 663111 

Finance TeL 636321 

Pnb&c Health TeL 665131 

Education & Higher Education TeL 669181 

Justice TeL 663101 

Planning TeL 644466 

Public Works & Housing Td. 668481 

Municipalities & Environment TeL 641393 

Industry & TradeTeL 663191 

Supplies TeL 602121 

Awqaf & Islamic AffairsTeL 666141 




Alyerada(Air yemen)_653691 

Aeroflot_641510 

Air Canada_ ; _630879 

Air France-666055 / 667824 

Air India ---688301/2 

Air Lanka_.682140 

Alitalia _ 625203 

American Airlines_669068 

Arab Wings.—__894484 

Arfria Airways-__667029 

Austrian Airiines-637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines..665909 

British Airways_641430 

British Midland_694802 

China Airlines_636232 

Cathay Pacific_628S96 

Cyprus Airways_667028 

Egypt Air_ 630011 

EmiratesAiriines_643341 

Gulf Air.. 653613 

Hungarian Airlines_622275 

Iberia__637827/644036 

Iran Air._ 622826 

Japan Airlines __ 630879. 

KXM _ 622175 

Korean Airlines.- 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines — 643831/2.. 

Lufthansa._ 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M_ 636104 

Olympic._ 630125/638433 

PIA _ 625981 

PhflHpptne Airlines_ 640200 

Polish Airlines._ 625981 

Qantas_641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian._ 678321 

Saudia_ 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines _604499 

Singapore Airlines-_ 676177 

Sudan Airlines__ 694501 

. Swiss Air (G.S.A_)659791/641906 

USAIR._.694801/2 

Syrian Air._622147 

TAROM- Romanian._637380 

Thai Airways._637195 

Trims World Airline_623430 

Tbikish Airlines_659102 

Yemenis Airways_628175 

Yugoslav Airlines_604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 

mmmm 


AlAndalusiab..—.606821 

AI Barakeh___687988 

Al-Jabal..-.-606669 

Al-Labadi_813554 


AJ-Rimal- 

Al-Samer.— 

Al-Waba _ 

Amin Jarrar.- 

Amman . 

Arabian...- 

Avis._ 

Budget_ 

De'as_ 


_ 639861 

_771707 

_ 674105 

..- 670498 

_ 666327 

_641350 

_699420 

_604230 

_ 669970 


Dirani__ 

Euro pear__ 


_660601 

—.601350/80 


Hertz (Inti, sales) 
Kada . _ 

_ 694802 

665161/665153 

National- 

_639197/8 

Nebo_ 

Petra.. 

_ 816792 

.. 605501 


_694883 

Satelite_ 

625767/621471 


. 668958 

Scar......— - - 

__ 604904 

Swan National_ 

.. 694882 


AJ-Cazar,___ 

Aqaba 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel——. 

A q ua m arina I. . .'. 

Coral Beach-- 

Holiday Inti- 

Miramar_ 


.— 314131 
_....3*«91- 
-—3¥6636 
—316250 

_313521 

_312426 

—314340 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 78th centuries). Tbe Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 pm year 
round. Closed Tuesdays. TeL 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-QaFa (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays. TeL 638795. 

Jordan Natkmal Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of tbe Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19tb 
century Orientalist aitistj.Miinta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
ajn. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. TeL 630128. 


Algeria_—_ 

Argentina_ 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia._ 

Adelaide8 ■ 

Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 - 
Melbourne 3 
Perth 9 
Sydney 2 

Austria:___ 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain_—- 

Belgium_;___— 

Antwerp 3 
Brussels 2 

Brazil_ 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
BraziUia 61 

Bulgaria_... 

Sofia 2 

Canada.. 

Ottawa 613 

Chile—__ 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus.... — 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia.—-- 

Prague 2 

D enmar k____ 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador—.——- 

Quito 2 

Egypt.- 

Cairo 2 

Ere.___ 

Dublin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland . . 

Helsinki 0 

France- 

Paris 1 



rod 


Germany W_ 49 

Bonn 288 

Greece-- 30 

Athens/Pirseus 1 

Hungary- 36 

Budapest 1 

India. 91 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen. 

Al Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 


Banglore 812 

Nigeria.. 

.234 

New Delhi 11 

Lagos 1 


Bombay 22 

Norway. 

Oslo 2 

.47 

And all dties with area codes be- 


. 968 

ginning with 1&SAS&7, & 8. 

Pakistan.. 

. 92 


Indonesia—. 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy..39 

Rome 6 

Iraq.. 964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan..—.81 

' Tokyo 3 

Kenya-__254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait-. 965 

Korea.-.82 

Seoul 2 

Libya..218 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon...-..961 

Beirut 1 

Malaysia.-.-.— 60 

Koala Lumpur 3 

Mexico. 52 

Mexico City 5 ■ 

Morocco.-- 212 

Fez 6 
Rabat 7 

Netherlands- 31 


Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay. 

Asuncion 54 

Pent. 

Lima 14 

Philippines.. 

Manila 2 

Poland... 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar... 

Romania. 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia--- 

Al-Khobar 3 
AI-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain__-.. 

Barcelona 5 
Madrid 1 


Amman 

Alia Gateway-(08) 51000 

Ambassador.- 665186 

Amra __ 815071 

Crown—.....—798181 

Commodor___—665181 

Forte Grand_674111 

Grandfhlace.__661121 

InterContinental-^—_641361 

faUsnMitiocal—--a.8fU?j2/3 


USAir 

USAir begins with you 


Jerusalem 

Marriott-_ 

Middle East ——j 
P hiladel phia — — , 
Regency —.— 

San Rock- 

Tycbe 


-665094 

660100 

667150 

.663100 

.660000 

813801 


I * T r B * D 




Agriculture Tel 686151 

Labour Td 698186 

Social Development TeL 673191 

Transport TeL 641461 

Post & Comnumicaions TeL 624301 

Information Tel 641467 

Water & Irrigation Td 680100 

Energy & Mineral Resources TeL 815615 

Culture / Jabal Amman TeL 636391 

Youth / University TeL 604701 

Parliamentary Affairs TeL 641211 

Tourism A Antiquities TeL 642311 


Marbelia 52 

Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka..'..94 

Colombo I 

Sudan.249 

Khartoum i I 

Sweden.. 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria..— 963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.8S6 

Taipei 2 

Thailand..66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.216 

Tunis 1 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE.971 

Abu Dhabi 2 

Ajman 6 
Al Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras Al Khaimah 77 
Sharjah 6 

Umm Al Quwain 6 

UK.44 

London (inner 71/outer 81) 

Uruguay.598 

Montevideo 2 

USA.. I 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

USSR.7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela..58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia.. 38 


For information 
& reservations: 

® 694-801 


Jordan's leading 
economic 
newsletter. 
Published by 
Info-Media. 


Call 652-380 



■ A variety of tbe best 
kinds of Osh 

■ Barbecncd tool mat 

■ Famous eastern and 
western dishes In a 
towiy summer 
atmosphere 
Qekk scrik* 


rau'iincL's Rcsltwrtinl g 


Enjoy eastern rotate wfth artist M*do 
Jazrawi 

We are ready to cater tor wedtBog 
and birthday parties 

Jabal Amman - 5tk circle 
For reservation call:824620 


ill 

ttk 


I' Rfest 
Tel 841712/841713 


Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 

24 HOURS A DAY 

Just Call:682097 

■ Our name says it all 


Amman-TcL 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Tine Sctss & best 
Chinese Restaranfc 
in ttofuSan 
1st Circle, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 
Taka away l» available 
Open daily 12:00 - 3:00p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 


Amman - Abdoon 

Tel: 822425 



For reservations rail (03) 316636 
F a x (03) 3 18246 


Al. Shami Bazar & Gifts 

Oriental Souvenirs 
Hand Grafts, old silver, old carpets. 

Jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Infiront Jordan InterContinental Hotel 

Tel: 648795-P.O.Box 184379 


V» H « 


To advertise in this space, 
call ns at 652-380 
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10 THE STAR 


THB STAR’S 

COMPUTING & 


Edited by Zeid Nasser ' 


A TEAM of Jordanian develop¬ 
ers have put together a ’Voice 
Processing System' which is the 
first of its kind in the Middle 
East and which is expected to 
compete strongly in this fast¬ 
growing segment of the telecom¬ 
munications industry. 

The company responsible for 
this advancement is the Jordan 
Computer Centre (JCC), distrib¬ 
utors for AJ 
Aiamiah. 

This 'Voice 
Processing 
System' solu¬ 
tion offered 
comprises of a 
Voice Mail 

Computer System fVCMS) and 
Interactive Voice Response 
(IVR). The VCMS is a voice 
processing system that allows 
callers to communicate with em¬ 
ployees directly, send and re¬ 
ceive messages and get any 
needed information by voice or 
fax without human interface. 
This is all done using just a tele¬ 
phone set without terminal and 
without human interface at any 
level. 

The true art of the VCMS sys¬ 
tem is that it will replace four 
telephone sets, four operators, 
four secretaries and four infor¬ 
mation service personnel all 
working 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week. And that's only in its 
minimum configuration of a 
four line VCMS system. The 
system can also offer that same 
performance on eight or 16 
lines. 

The VCMS main features in¬ 
clude the auto attendant which 
simultaneously answers calls, 
greets callers after checking 
times and transfers calls accord¬ 
ingly, offers menu selection to 
callers in different languages, 
provides automatic call distribu¬ 
tion to operator or extension, 
and offers remote administration 
at any time, from anywhere, via 
a telephone set 

.. The message center is another 
feature which can take messag¬ 
es. direct them to pagers or ex- 


Um 


ENGLISH PROGRAM 

SATURDAY 

08:30 — Wacky World 
09:00 — Perspective 
09JO — Saturday Variety 
Show 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film: No¬ 
where To Hide. A major in the 
airforce investigates into heli¬ 
copters which do not meet 
specifications and regulations 
of the airforce. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — Step By Step 
09:10 — The Dream Ma¬ 
chine. The usage oF computers 
in all fields including NASA ac¬ 
tivities. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — French Series: Le 
Gerfaut 

MONDAY 

08 JO — Golden Girts 
09:10 — Thirty Something 
10:00 — News in English 
10:40 — Columbo 

TUESDAY 

08 JO — People Next Door 
09:10 — Faces and Places 
9 JO — A Kind Of Magic 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Movie: 'White Heat'. 
A government agent infiltrates a 
gang. 

WEDNESDAY 

08 JO — Night Court 
09:00 — French Documen¬ 
tary: Notre Siede. The inven¬ 
tions lhaS took place between 
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AMD finally ships 486 



AMD HAS finally begun 
shipping its own 486 processors 
and is aiming to gel a firm foot¬ 
ing in the lucrative 4S6 market, 
previously monopolized by Intel 
Corp- 

AMD had lost a legal battle to 
Intel earlier this year over the 
rights ro produce the 486. But 
now. AMD has managed to de¬ 
velop its 4S6 processor from 
scratch. 


Jordan Computer Center develops the first Bilingual 
Voice Processing System of its kind in the region: 

Computers answer 'the call' 


ternal phones and can offer the 
caller the option of rewinding, 
modifying or deleting the mes¬ 
sage. Then there's the audiotex 
(voice information centre) 
which can inform.callers of 
any requested information 
previously recorded or 
saved on hard disk. Audio- 
lex offers microphone or B| 
telephone on-site recording. H 
The fax on-demand feature l|| 
can send, receive, save, VH 
view, print and delete faxes ||| 
with the ability to reserve B 
individual personal fax mail 
boxes with a password pro¬ 
tection for retrieving and 
sending personal faxes. 

The system's reporting abili¬ 
ties include reporting on the to¬ 
tal number of calls received and 
messages in every extension and 
path aid for every service. 

You can imagine how this will 
eliminate insufficient customer 
service. So what you're basically 
doing is achieving perfection 
and relieving humans; and 
you're doing it around the clock, 
every day, holidays included! 

As for the Interactive Voice 
Response (IVR), it offers all the 
features of auto attendant, audio¬ 
tex. fax on-demand and report¬ 
ing capabilities but adds to them 
both database support and host 
computer access. Database sup¬ 
port provides direct access to tne 
database through a telephone, 
reads any selected information 
and allows the caller to place a 
request for sending any required 
statement. Host computer access 
provides terminal emulation by 
linking with a mainframe of any 
host computer through special 
protocol (card and software). It 
can read any information or 
send it by fox. In some cases, it 
can check for password. This is 


where skillful development 
comes in by teaching the com¬ 
puter to read, or recognize, the 
information stored and turn it 


flows from rhe host, through the 
emulation card to the PBX 
which transfers the recorded in¬ 
formation to the ears of the call- 


Emulatlon 

Card 


into the voice that you hear. 

The figure above can give 
you an idea of how the system 
works. Incoming calls from the 
'trunk lines' are switched to the 
operator and extensions by the 
PBX which is connected to the 
computer system equipped with 
both voice and fax cards. An 
emulation card connects the 
computer to the host's database. 
This is how the information 



Trunk 

Unite 


Operator 


Extensions 


er via the operator and exten¬ 
sions. 

JCC started work nn this pro¬ 
ject from May '92 and the team 
responsible for the project in¬ 
clude Dima Bibi. project manag¬ 
er. Yaser Zubaidi, Jihad Ma- 
soud. lyad Ilayan, Ghassan Abd 
AJ Kareem and Hani Qasem. 

The most important thing is to 
gain customer satisfaction. Mr 
Hazem Milhem. general manag- 


This means that both Cyrix, 
another chip producer, and 
AMD have 486 processors, on 
the market which should be a 
sign fen* more price cuts; 

By dropping the price of its 
386DX AMD aims at gaining, 
steady income, to prepare-for its 
486 attack. When AMD starts to 
ship its 486 clones in volume. 
486 machines will be subjected 
to more, price-cutting. ■ 


er of JCC said that "It's the best 
service that counts. Most corpo¬ 
rations and organizations have 
PCs or a host system and most 
customers have a telephone, and 
that's all they need to gain this 
service." 

JCC has already signed with 
die Arab Bank PLC for voice 
mail and auto attendant to be 
used in most of the bank's 
branches. Shahin Group have 
also signed to obtain this system 
JCC are also giving daily pres¬ 
entations for governmental and 
private institutions. Also Aram- 
ex is.using voice mail and inter¬ 
active voice response few 'pick¬ 
up service and tracking the 
goods'. 

The Voice Processing System 
package will include the soft¬ 
ware and the hardware. 

If you'd like to listen to the 
VCMS system in action, you 
can call the Jordan Conjurer 
Centre at telephone 679616 
since they have the system in¬ 
stalled to serve their customers. 
Listen in and follow instruc¬ 
tions, it should give you a good 
idea on how voice processing 
technology is about to change 
the way we communicate. If 
you'd like to obtain brochures or 
pricing or any hard copy you 
can fox on demand facilityJi 
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The- color laser ifegw , 

. yyyyy .■.v waiting-far: . 


QMS ARE the first to announce thumbnail printing; winch: allows^ acound.-four ;: pages per minute 
a PostScript color laser printer you toscalecfowa-allthe pag«- ;w^ch cbmp^ 
provi ding masrinah le quality of your report .so that they can y bly.' to-., tiierroal- wax printers, 
printing at an almost reasonable . fit into one A4 size page. Tbat-s i.Third is pmrquality-Text out- 
price. The problem-has. always- a bir like..tbe thumbnaiT^ tothat of an 

been in the development • • •’ J .iv v \-unenhanccd 300dpi mono- 

of-a 'printing engine-capa-. - . • . • y..-:-"-* •• ■ .'Ghrome laser;..printer. As 


of -a 'printing engine xapar 
ble of providing., "g-four- 
color .. laser' forage: with 
consistent colors. -i 
The QMjS ColorScript 
1000 is a 300dpi;color la¬ 
ser printer which supports 
DOS, Windows,^ Macin¬ 
tosh - and Unur. 'applica¬ 
tions and is -compatible 
with PostScript ■ at -Levels 
2 and 1, HP.PCL.5C and 
HP-GL. It has a-unique 
ability to automatically in¬ 
terpret data and select the 
correct language from 
those available. It has 65 
resident fonts and True¬ 
Type' font ‘Scaling. The. 
ColorScript uses a RISC process 
for for its controller running at 
25MHz and is supplied with 
12MB of RAM/ 

This printer incorporates 
QMS- Crown technology which 
offers a number of interesting' 
features efoecially if you're 
sharing your printer across a 
network. Crown ! Technology - 
primers can start processing one . 
job while .printing another, thus,. 
preventing long cues. It mil also. 
reprint lost pages resulting from , 
paper jamming. Y6u can print ‘ 
on both sides of die paper, with ,' 
automatic re-ordering and 
dowi^scafing of the page size 
from A4, for example, to A5 • 
making booklet printing as easy-. 
as possible. -Afoo''included is 


fbr &e color output there 

is-somegrainiHesssinular 
to Cady therrnal : waX. prmt- 
iijg. Burfoe .printer does 
excel in one field of quali¬ 
ty ' which. is . durability. 
Here " users will be im- 
pressol.fiy tike CoJorScript 
1000 output wbich is eve¬ 
ry .tntas durable as- that of 
any.- monochrome . printer; 
Why -is that so. important 
to. color >priht^g? ’ Well, 
because. inkjet color print¬ 
outs: tend to- smear when 
aV-fod- thermal-wax 
pimtoiits can.. be easily 
. . .. sc ra tc hed oh;normal han- 
somc .DTP packages .can. .give d)ing ■ Another important con- 
you. v : : . si deration for business is that its 

The. ColorScript- actually laser engine^is .rated at. 5,000 
meant as a business; printer, and, - pages per-month wjuch shoukl 
therefore,. It takes.a oumber of be quite satisfttctory : ,fbr heavy 
consideratibris” tote.I account. '"-’^ r .''• . ■ -. / 

First is tbe -cost of consumables .1. :The QMS ColorScript 1000 
which is doc high per* page, as. i*. will be selling for around 
the case with most color thermal , JD9995 with 12MB RAM ex- 
printers. QMS estimates the cost namfoblefo 32MB. 
of producing one page at around' : Mr Raed MaLas r general mari- 
4 cents. It uses easfly managea- -tagef'. of Modern Systems^ &’• 
ble consotnabies witit ^lf- Computer Trade, 4 lw authorized 

contained cartridges. Second Is .- distributors for QMS to Jordan, 
speed which is quite irafaessive^-r-; jaidritvili.t»s aviUdjfe in Sep- 
with tiite ColorScript ;1000 be-' „ tember for dealers as demo and 
cause it is capabte of pfoctocing ^WJhtCOTSumer on. 17 October. 
8 pages per minute when print- .ip v .coincide ..the jCmman 

tog only: Mack, (or gray s;ale) ; 'Gbmmi^rExpo 
text andgjaphics. Wte^pitotlng->;.r .:- ;;.. . . A ; >.J-;. 

a fora: color; page, it is. capable of. c : . : ;. 2^idNasser 



ANALYSE IT 
LdTUS 1-2-31 


The word class 
spreed sheet 


PRESENT IT 
FREELANCE 
GRAPHICS 

k Superb'charting 
m drawing and ; 
m presentations • 


()R(,\M‘Ali H 
LOTUS 
ORGANIZER 

k Toe o,,-,,: 


SEND JT 
• LOTUS - 
'CC: MAIL 

The worid^m ost 
popular LAN based 
electronic mail L- 


NuJhori/t d Ihnlrr f-;:r 
I,<-tus lYivdiicts 


Jordan Computer Center 

S'nroc-i:»;ir>-. Tol. G75515. 673;2f'. 

F-'pk. ;' : 62-6i 6Coi : G0 P.O.Scc 


ZEID NASSER 


Interface will be back next week 




TRADE MARK 






1900-1914. such as aeroplanes, 
trains, etc... 

10:00— News in English 
10:20 — Mini series: Shat¬ 
tered Promises, Part One. A 
lawyer divorces his wife to mary 
his secretary. 

THURSDAY 

08 JO — Too Close For Com¬ 
fort 

09:10 —HELP 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week, 
'Lethal Exposure'. A young 
photographer gels tangled in a 
somber police affair. 

FRIDAY 

08 JO — Head of the Class 
09:10 — Reasonable Doubts 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Mini Series: The One 
Game 

PROGRAMMES 

FRAN?AIS 

SAMEDl 

06:00 — Les Aventuriers de 
I'espace 

06 JO — Envoys Special 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Fenetre Sur 

DIMANCHE 

5 JO — Le Monde est Avous 

07:00— Le Journal 

07:15—Le Journal deLTfistotre 

LUNDi 

06:00 — Roule Routier 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 


N, 


A 


Don't miss Columbo , every week , Monday at 10:20 


selling soft drink in the world - it's 
great tasting Coca Cola, and now it's 
in Jordan! . 


WARD! 

05:30 — Omnisciences 
06 J5 — Maguy 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15 — Varietcs 

MERCRED! 

06:00 — L’bistoire de Cheva¬ 
lier Degrtenx r 

07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — l-shuaia* 


JEUD 5 

05 JO — Pif et Hercuie 
05:45 — Goal 
06:15 — Geopolis 
07dW — Le Journal 
07:15 — Azimut 

05 JO — Julien Fonlanes 
07:00 — Journal 
07:15 — Yarictes 


2?0r- 










































